
June 2015 

 

At the time of writing it seems cold, its cloudy and miserable for May.  The promise provided by the 
long dry and seemingly warm weeks we experienced in March, has been dissipated!  Nevertheless, 
the Spring flower displays in the Fields were a great pleasure to see and a real return on our        
investment in time and money.  I am sure it will be very interesting to see how the Wild Flower 
Meadow is progressing and I hope you can join us at the Meadow on 30th May at 10.00 a.m. 
There has been progress on our proposal to Warwick District Council, to install three activity        
stations in the Fields.  The site meeting mentioned in the last Newsletter took place with Committee 
members, Council Officers and Ian George from English Heritage.  The meeting was very positive.  
A site at the Castle end of the Lake was agreed by all present and Ian George was supportive of the 
proposal as a whole.  With the support of the District Council’s Green Space Development team, the 
proposal has been sent to interested parties for consultation.  The last day for responses is 4th 
June, though the date has been extended to 12th June, to allow the Town Council to consider a  
response. 
We are grateful for the valued support of members at the litter picking sessions.  The present WDC 
litter contractors are doing a good job, so our sacks are less full than in the past.  But we still find 
enough to make it worthwhile and our efforts will prevent a build-up in less accessible places.     
Perhaps in the future the litter will disappear, but until then your continued help is much               
appreciated. 
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual General Meeting at the Senior Citizens Club, on 22nd 
July 2015.  We will be saying good-bye and a very BIG thank you to Pat Smith, who is leaving the 
Committee and the post of Secretary.  I hope there will be many of you present to join in our       
appreciation of the most valuable service Pat has given to The Friends.  After the formal business 
of the meeting, we will hear from Ian George from English Heritage, who will explain the              
relationship between the Abbey Fields and his organisation.  I think this will provide a very valuable 
opportunity for an exchange of views. 

 
Keith Rockett, Chairman 

 

Chairman’s pieCe 

Friends Of Abbey Fields 

 



Since our last issue, a member has volunteered to help the Chair prepare agenda’s and 
take minutes at all meetings. 

 

However, we still need a member to act as a liaison, providing a point of contact for     
members and publicing our events and activities, as below: 
 

 Acting as point of contact for emails, phone and letter communication with members of 
the public.  

 Liaising with the Press, in particular Kenilworth Weekly News, to advertise/publicise 
Friends of Abbey Fields activities.  

 Contacting members by email regarding forthcoming events, litter picking, working      
parties. 

 

Some computer literacy is needed.  If you are interested in helping us, then please contact: 
Pat Smith on secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk .  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Friends of Abbey Fields 

We will be producing a calendar for 2016 and would like members to submit photographs  
for consideration.   
 
If you have any that you have taken in and around the Fields and would be  willing for them 
to be used in this way, free of charge, we would be very pleased to see them.   
 
A good selection have already been received, but there is still time to submit your favourites.  
We will be making our selections in early June. 
 
 

Please either email or post them to: Pat Smith, Secretary at - 
 

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
 
 

 

2016 calendar 

Tasks undertaken by the secretary 

 

Owl boxes 

 

Jon Holmes, Green Space Development      
Officer for Warwick District Council and his 
team, preparing to site a Little Owl box, in an 
old Oak tree in Abbey Fields.   
 
The box was donated by Warwick Natural 
History Society, as part of a legacy scheme to 
promote wildlife. 
 

David Rickers 



Friends of Abbey Fields 

 

Another blustery week in the Fields with some severe winds.  Still all is well and we didn’t loose 
any trees which is good.  Very low rain fall has meant the Brook has been low all year, although we 
have some  very wet areas which are still needing some attention, this is in hand and our           
engineers are  dealing with this.  
 

The recently planted trees are all growing well and ‘Holmes’ avenue is looking good with the new 
trees growing away, the recently surfaced paths have been a good job well done, the edge will 
soon blend and we still have some minor works to complete the job. 
 

The eagle eyed members may have spotted the little Owl box and the two Stock Dove boxes, 
which hopefully help the birds. 
 

We are working with the Friends to hopefully install some suitable fitness equipment, this is out for  
consultation, I’m awaiting responses.   More on this in the Summer. 
 

The Fields are now looking very lush with blooming trees and new leaves bursting into life.         
Returning birds, of which I’ve seen Swallows on the lake and House Martins, but I’m still waiting for 
my first Swift over Abbey Fields.  I’ve also seen Common White Throat in the hedges and lots 
more.  The bird boxes are in use and the Kingfisher still zipping along the brook, which is such a 
wonderful sight. 

 

Jon 

Our Man at WDC 

It was raining on the morning of the 3rd May 
and even the Wood Pigeons were not there 
to greet us.  A lone Chaffinch sang to us in 
the car park as we gathered to hear our local      
Ornithologist Colin Potter.  As we walked     
towards the brook, our guide picked out the 
song of the Wren and Great Tit.  A Blackbird 
was seen and the ‘yaffle’ of a Green     
Woodpecker was heard in the distance.  
Robin and Blackcap were singing as we 
passed behind the children’s play area.  As 
we arrived at the lake a Mallard, Tufted Duck 
and a Lesser Black Backed Gull were in    
evidence.   At the junction of the paths we 
were lucky to see the flash of electric blue as 
the Kingfisher flew under the bridge. 
 

In the reeds on the opposite side of the lake 
we heard and saw a White Throat and Reed   
Bunting.  A Song Thrush sang its repetitive song from the oaks and a Great Spotted Woodpeck-
er was seen flying away.  A Sparrow Hawk flew above as we returned to the car park. 
 

Evidence of Nuthatches was noticed on one of the bird boxes on the lime trees at the side of the 
walk towards the church.  Enjoying the dark they often make the entry hole to their nests smaller 
by filling it up with mud and later we saw a Nuthatch as it wondered up and down the tree. 
 

We were grateful for the expert knowledge of Colin who made the walk so interesting. 

 
Celia Rickers 

 

Bird walk 



www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

 

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth 
who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

  
 

 

Litter Picking: 
 

2015 Litter Picking Saturday sessions for 
your diaries: 

(these maybe subject to change as we go on) 
 

6th June 

11th July 

1st August 

5th September 

3rd October 

7th November 
 

All the above will be at 9.30 a.m at the        

Swimming Baths, Abbey Fields 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 

F.O.A.F Committee 

 

Lions Show 

Saturday 13th June 2015 

1.00 p.m to 5.00 p.m 

Once again we will be running our 

‘Human Fruit Machine’ 

Anyone wishing to volunteer would be  

most welcome 
 

 

 

 

Bat Walk 

Wednesday 8th July at 9.15 p.m 

Dr Jon Russ, Ecologist 

Jon will be bringing a rescued bat to the meeting 

Meet in St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields 
 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 22nd July at 7.30 p.m 

Speaker-Ian George, from  

English Heritage.  

Ian will explain what part English Heritage play in 

the care of Abbey Fields 

Meet at the Senior Citizens Club, Abbey End 
 

 

 

 

Moth Evening 

Friday 31st July at 9.00 p.m 

David Brown, County Moth Recorder 

Meet in St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields 

(Wrap up against the cold) 

 

 

 

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

or 

membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

Thanks to our Corporate Members: 
 

St Nicholas Parish Church 
Crackley Hall School 

Keith Rockett (Chairman) ....................01926 863143 
 

Pat Smith (Secretary)  ..........................01926 852458 
 

Gordon Mitchell (Treasurer) ................01926 513018 
 

David Pettifor  

(Deputy Chair) .....................................01926 748731 
 

Joan Rockett  

(Membership Recruitment) ..................01926 863143 
 

Sam Sexton 

(Membership Secretary/Website) ........01926  899530 
 

David Rickers 

(Litter Pick/Events Organiser) .............01926 852238 
 

Linda Pettifor 

(Newsletter) .........................................01926 748731 


