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Chairman’s pieCe 

Friends Of Abbey Fields 

 

This time of the year is ‘New Year’ for Friends of Abbey Fields with the Annual General  Meeting 
coming up in July and with it being time for renewal of subscriptions. I do hope you will re-join us 
as with a larger membership the Friends can have greater influence on the future of the Fields. 
 

This year there will not be a speaker at the AGM. This is to ensure we have time for members to 
give their views fully on matters under discussion. In particular I hope details of the proposed 
route for the cycle path across Abbey Fields will have been published. Your committee has       
decided that the views of individual members will be sought by e-mail and letter, but an exchange 
of views at the AGM will also be advantageous and help the committee to truly reflect the      
opinions of members. 
 

This is the last newsletter that Linda Pettifor will edit for us. Linda has undertaken this task for     
eight years. We are very grateful for Linda’s valuable contribution in keeping members well  
informed about our activities and for developing the professional look of the Newsletter. We wish 
Linda well.  We welcome Catriona Woods as our new editor and thank her for volunteering. 
 

Progress on the Activity Stations is slow but sure. The equipment has now been officially         
ordered from the manufacturers, Playdale, and ourselves have formally committed the funds to 
pay the full cost. 
 

We ran our Human Fruit Machine again at the Lions Show on 11 June. Many thanks to our  
members who took part and helped to raise £146 and provided a bit of fun, especially for many 
youngsters. 
 

We are still hoping to find a volunteer to act as our Secretary. Celia Rickers is our Minutes     
Secretary, but it would be a great help if we had a person who would carry out other secretarial 
duties, such as communicating with members and other groups and agencies. 

Keith Rockett, Chairman 

(AGM on Wednesday 27th July , Senior Citizens Club, Kenilworth @ 7.30 p.m) 

At the end of August, Abbey Fields will be at the centre for the 750th celebrations of the siege 
of Kenilworth Castle.  No doubt during the six month siege the Fields would have been    
heavily used by Henry III’s army.  Nowadays the Fields host the annual town events i.e.: the 
Lions Show , Kenilworth Festival and so on.  It gives pleasure to us all throughout the year.  
Abbey Fields is a valuable resource for Kenilworth, both as an historical site and recreational 
area, and we should try to value this as we walk though it, play tennis, take a picnic and 
thank goodness that today we can enjoy the Fields with all its events and not have marauding     
armies traipsing through.  Hope the events go well. 

The Friends 

750 and going strong 



 

Cocksfoot grass, Ribwort Plantain, Foxtail grass, Cow Parsley, Rough Chervil, Black   
Knapweed, Common Sorrel, Ox-Eye Daisy, Pignut, Meadow Buttercup, Creeping Buttercup, 
Red Fescue Grass, Yellow Rattle, Chickweed, Red Clover, Soft Rush, Lady’s Smock, Sweet 
Vernal Grass, Yorkshire Fog Grass, Sheep’s Sorrel, Common Cats Ear, Thyme-Leaved 
Speedwell, Germander Speedwell. 
 
In addition we identified the sloping area to the left of the War memorial as having some   
distinct ecological properties of its own, with less dense grass and more drainage. Here were 
more Sheep's Sorrel and Cats Ear with Yellow rattle showing signs of colonisation and we 

would recommend that WDC continue to cut this area  with restraint.  Many other plants 
would probably come in if this were done. To the right of the War memorial down near the 
brook where wetter conditions prevail, we would recommend the introduction of Marsh    
Thistle, Ragged Robin and Celery-leaved Buttercup. Higher up, if mowing can be delayed  
until late summer, Agrimony would be a good addition. 
 
Finally, the area of the Fields to the north-west of the brook and giving onto Castle Road (little 
frequented by dog-walkers and where the poplars are), would be a possible area for           
establishing a further meadow (with a central path). Here damp conditions prevail and there 
are already large amounts of Great Willow herb surrounding the grass. This quiet part of the 
Fields could become an ideal wet meadow site, without loss of amenity to more general uses. 
 

Peter Larkin & Marilyn Lowe (Amateur Naturalists’) 

Friends of Abbey Fields 

MeAdow walk in may 

    

We had another bird walk on 1st 
May in Abbey Fields run by Colin 
Potter, Ornithologist.  
 

It was a successful morning and the 
following birds were heard: 
 

Goldcrest, Magpie, Blackcap, Wren, 
Jackdaw, Greenfinch, Chiffchaff, 
Nuthatch, Blackbird, Green Wood-
pecker, Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Blue 
Tit, Sand Martin, Pied Wagtail, Long 
Tailed Tit, House Martin, Starling, 
Song Thrush, Buzzard, Mallard, 
Moorhen, Grey Hereon and Great 
Tit. 

Celia & David Rickers 



Friends of Abbey Fields 

 

 

I’m writing  this on the last few minutes of my week prior to a week off.  The Fields have burst 
into life this Spring with all the water and the warm.  The grass and vegetation has jumped up 
making the Fields look very lush.  We had some issue with water logged ground but it’s all    
drying up now.    
 

Your meadow had an early season top, to help reduce the vigour of the grass and help the wild 
flowers and yellow rattle establish.  I looked last week and thought how well it is doing.  A family 
of jackdaws were busy catching bugs for their chicks.  It would be nice to see if the Friends 
could get an ecologist to look at the bugs, spiders, etc to see what has colonised the meadow . 
 

Laura our Community Ranger has been busy with half term activities In the Fields, building 
scarecrows,  primrose and violet potting and a tree walk,  these event were all well attended. 
Dana, the Ranger who is now dedicated to Abbey Fields to keep an eye on things and be a 
presence to resolve issues, plus talk to the public, a really great asset . 
 

Your new fitness equipment is now ordered and I have to seek the official approval from English 
Heritage.  They have agreed the works verbally, it’s now signing off the paperwork. 
 

 
Jon 

 

Just a couple of photos of the ‘Human Fruit Machine’ in action at the Lions Show: 

Did you know....? 

Our man at wdc 

During World War II, there were many underground air raid shelters built in Kenilworth, 
some of which were in and around Abbey Fields.  Today we can still see the bricked up    
entrances on Bridge Street (where there is a fascinating information board with internal    
pictures taken before it was bricked up in the 1950’s), Rosemary Hill and Forrest Road.  Two 
other shelters which readers may not know are more difficult to find.  One is at Castle 
Green, with the entrance at the Queen and Castle end of the mound. The other location is 
on New Street, opposite the Royal Oak where a small square of brickwork can be seen in 
the sandstone wall. 
 

Can any Kenilworth residents remember using these shelters during the war?  Especially 
the Castle Green and New Street Locations? 
 

Catriona Woods  
 

Lions show on Saturday 11th June  



www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

 

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth 
who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

  
 

 

Come and join in the 2016 Saturday Litter Pick-
ing sessions in Abbey Fields: 

 

9th July 

6th August 

3rd September 

1st October 
 

The above dates may vary slightly as we go on, 
due to events taking place in Abbey Fields  

  

 

Forthcoming Events 

F.O.A.F Committee 

Bat Walk 

Wednesday 6th July 2016 with Dr Jon Russ,  

Ecologist (Jon will be bringing a rescued bat to the 
meeting) 

Meet in St Nicholas car park at 9.15 p.m 

************************************************************************* 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 27th July 2016 

Meet at the Senior Citizens Club, Abbey End  

at 7.30 p.m 

Light refreshments will be available) 

************************************************************************* 

Moth Evening 
Friday 12th August 2016 with David Brown, County 

Moth Recorder 

Meet at St Nicholas car park at 9.00 p.m 

(Please wrap up against the cold) 

The Friends of Abbey Fields Committee  

We would like to thank everyone who kindly 
turned up to help with The Friends Human 
Fruit Machine stall, at the Lion’s Show on  
Saturday 11th June.  Unfortunately a few of 
the committee members were unable to      
attend, but it was heart warming to see the 
generosity of our Friends in Kenilworth, who 
come along to help out and keep the machine 
rolling...!    

Warwick District Council continue to maintain 
and improve the natural haven that we know 
as the ‘Paddock’ - the small field to the north of 
the ford.  For a short time in September this 
year, a small group of sheep are to be           
introduced, to eat the long grass and ‘prepare’ 
the land for next year.  Vigilance on their part 
may be a necessary watchword....  

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

or 

membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

Thanks to our Corporate Members: 
 

St Nicholas Parish Church 
Crackley Hall School 

Keith Rockett (Chairman) ....................01926 863143 
 

David Pettifor  
(Vice Chair) ..........................................01926 748731 
 

Celia Rickers 
(Minute Secretary)................................01926 852238 
 

Gordon Mitchell  
(Treasurer) ...........................................01926 513018 
 

Sam Sexton 
(Membership Secretary/Website) ........01926 855930 
 

David Rickers 
(Litter Pick/Events Organiser) .............01926 852238 
 

Joan Rockett  
(Membership Recruitment) ..................01926 863143 
 

Linda Pettifor 
(Newsletter) .........................................01926 748731 

 

Events for 2016 Litter picking dates 

Thank you 

sheep a go-go 


