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CHAIRMAN’S PIECE  OCTOBER 2016 

I hope that by the time you receive this Newsletter work to install the 

Activity Stations will be well advanced, if not completed.  In the near 

future we hope to have a formal ‘opening’ of the project which we hope 

some of you will be able to join in . 

I represented the Friends at a meeting at which the feasibility study on 

a designated cycle path across Abbey Fields prepared on behalf of the 

County Council was considered by various ‘stakeholders’ in the project 

and members of the Town, District and County Councils.  I reported the 

result of our discussion at the AGM which showed a division of opinion 

for/against the cycle path.  This dichotomy of opinion was reflected by 

others and a clear consensus for the future did not evolve. 

The County Council officer was of the opinion that work carried out so 

far to produce a possible route was as much as the Council could invest 

in the project unless a firm decision was made to proceed.  It was 

therefore agreed that the matter should be passed over to Warwick 

District Council as owner of the Fields for them to decide whether or 

not to proceed on the basis of the feasibility study.  Cllr Shilton gave 

assurances that the Town Council and other interested parties would be 

involved in consultations before the District Council make a final 

decision. 

My thanks to all of you who have helped with litter picking this year.  
You help is much appreciated. 

KEITH ROCKETT 

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Report on the AGM..................2 

Bat walk report ........................3 

Annual moth evening report ...3 

Committee contact details .......4 

Membership forms ..................4 



 

 

“I’m so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.” 
L. M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 

This year we had a very successful AGM, which was well attended and 
enabled good discussion of the important issues of the moment.  The 
key discussion points were: 
 
The proposed cycle path: after much debate on the need for and 
suitability of a cycle path through the Fields, a vote was held.  The 
result was a 12 / 12 split between those for and against, and therefore it 
was recorded that the Friends would put this outcome forward as part 
of our stakeholder response to the proposal. 
 
Footpath from High Street to the Fields: the existing unofficial 
footpath along the side of 39 High Street has been overgrown in recent 
years, and we will be asking Jon Holmes to add it to the maintenance 
cutting rota for the Fields.  The new owners of No. 39 intend to use the 
current access / footway as part of a new residential development, and 
have undertaken to create an alternative pedestrian access on the other 
side of the existing wall.  We will be writing to the District Council to 
support this proposal for a realignment of the access route. 
 
The Treasurer, Gordon Mitchell, provided an update of our financial 
position: 

FOAF had monies totalling £9305 in its accounts at the beginning 
of the financial year and finished with £13898, an increase of 
£4593.  
Some of this money has already been committed to schemes such 
as the activity stations 
Subscription rates will remain unchanged this year due to the 
healthy financial position 
Income sources included the Kenilworth Community Forum, Lions 
Show stall, subscriptions, calendar sales and Gift Aid. 
Expenditure included payment for various walk and talk events as 
well as seedlings for the grassed areas. 

STOP PRESS  -  STOP PRESS  -  STOP PRESS 

REPORT FROM THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING: 27TH JULY 2016 

 

THANK YOU TO LINDA! 

At the AGM Linda stepped 
down as editor of the 
Newsletter.  After 10 years, all 
of the Committee and 
members would like to thank 
Linda for all of her hard work. 

Thank you Linda! 
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We are very excited to announce that work has started on the new 
exercise equipment in Abbey Fields.  The Friends have paid for three 
activity stations for press-ups, sit-ups and chin-ups, each of which will 
have its own explanatory notice board and anti-slip surfacing. 

 

We hope this will encourage more visitors to the Fields, and everyone 
will enjoy using them!  Please send in any pictures you have of friends or 
family using the equipment and the best ones will be published in the 
next newsletter. 



 

BAT WALK AT ABBEY FIELDS 
6 JULY 2016 

On a warm evening in July 
Dr Jon Russ, a 
professional ecologist who 
specialises in bat work and 
also a member of 
Warwickshire Bat Group, 
along with several other 
members of the Bat Group 
led a walk at Abbey Fields.  
A group of 27 people (with 
three children) which 
included Friends of Abbey 
Fields as well as the 
general public gathered 
shortly before sunset in 
the car park to listen to 
Jon giving a short 

introduction to the world of British bats and which species we were 
likely to see and hear that night.  Jon had brought with him two 
rescued Pipistrelle bats to show to the group.  He explained that they 
had been discovered due to some building work and they were actually 
due to be released the very next day.  Jon held one bat to show to the 
group whilst Si Phillips (another bat group member) showed people 
the other Pipistrelle.  This close encounter was warmly received and it 
allowed Jon and Si to explain in greater detail about a bat's anatomical 
features and especially its adaptations for flight. 

Following this introductory session we walked down to the Barn and 
then bat group members handed out various bat detectors so that 
people could listen in to the echolocation calls that bats were making 
as they flew.  As the light levels were already dropping, Common 
Pipstrelles began to appear, circling and swooping in the darker areas 
around trees and the graveyard.  The bats were in search of insects and 
as they homed in on their food the bat detectors gave out a short burst 
of sound that can be likened to someone "blowing a raspberry".  Jon 
also passed around colour pictures of the various bat species and gave 
a short summary of each. 

After listening to the bats around the Barn for a while Jon suggested 
we walk down to the lake area to see if we could spot some different 
species.  He was hoping we might hear or even see some Noctules, our 
largest UK bat, flying in high large circles above the lake or 
Daubenton's bats which skim across the water's surface.  However, 
there was very little bat activity next to the lake and so it was decided 
to move round to the wooden platform next to the swimming pool.  
This end of the lake was sheltered by the treeline and buildings and 
was noticeably warmer with very still air.  These conditions obviously 
suited the bats as along with Common Pipistrelles there were Soprano 
Pipistrelles and even one Daubenton's and a quick overhead pass by a 
Noctule.    

Julia Waller – Warwickshire Bat Group 

 

FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 

Next committee meeting: 

Wednesday 26th October 2016 

Rescued pipistrelle bat 
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EVENT ROUND-UP 

Annual Moth Evening 

The annual moth evening with 
the County Moth Recorder, Mr 
David Brown, took place on 
Friday 12th August.  Eighteen 
people attended, including one 
child.  Eight species of moth 
were encountered, including the 
Lesser Broad Bordered Yellow 
Underwing and the Lesser 
Yellow Underwing, the 
Brimstone, the Straw Dot, 
Flame Shoulder, Ruby Tiger and 
a Poplar Hawkmoth Laothoe 
populi (pictured).   

As usual the evening went 
incredibly quickly and all the 
questions and queries were 
answered expertly. 

Celia Rickers 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Our AGM was held on 
Wednesday 27th July at the 
Senior Citizens’ Club, and was 
very well attended.   

Source: http://butterfly-conservation.org/ 



  
F.O.A.F COMMITTEE 

Keith Rockett  (Chairman) 

01926 863143 

 

David Pettifor  (Vice Chair)  

01926 748731 

 

Celia Rickers  (Minutes 
Secretary) 

01926 852238 

 

Gordon Mitchell  (Treasurer) 

01926 513018 

 

Sam Sexton  (Membership 
Secretary / Website)  

01926 855930 

 

David Rickers  (Litter Pick / 
Events Organiser) 

01926 852238 

 

Joan Rockett  (Membership 
Recruitment)  

01926 863143 

 

Catriona Woods  
(Newsletter) 

01926 511823 

 

Bart (Ojars) Bartmanis  
(Member) 

Thank you to our Corporate Members 
for their ongoing support: 

St Nicholas Parish Church 

Crackley Hall School 

CONTACT DETAILS 

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

or 

membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

 

 We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, 
Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

 

Do you know someone who would like to become a Friend of 
Abbey Fields?  Please pass them the  form below, or visit the 
Membership area of our website (www.friendsofabbeyfields.org,uk) 

 

Application for Membership of Friends of Abbey Fields 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Postcode: ……………………………. 

Phone number: …………………………………………………………………… 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

I / We wish to join Friends of Abbey Fields 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………... 

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Membership fees  are £7.50 per adult.  Children under 18 years of age may 
join FREE of charge provided that at least one parent becomes a member.  
Please give children’s details, including ages.  Children: YES / NO 

Ages: ………………………………………… 

 

I understand that the membership secretary may hold my details on a computer, but that 
these will only be used in connection with my membership of the Friends of Abbey Fields. 

 

Please return this form with a cheque made out to ’Friends of Abbey 
Fields’ to Membership Secretary, 42 De Montfort Road, Kenilworth, CV8 
1DE.   

Please tick if you require a receipt [ ] 


