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CHAIRMAN’S PIECE   

Here we are halfway through 2017 and fast 
approaching the end of another Friends year 
in July. 

 

Yet we have not been quiet, having already started our series of 
“walks ’n’ talks” in the Fields in April when we had the chance to 
be with Colin Potter whose knowledge and “titbits” were 
enthusiastically received by our members and guests. 

 

Abbey Fields has many rare and unusual trees and we learned 
more about them at our Tree Walk in June. This was rapidly 
followed by the Lions Grand Show – “Ring That Bell”, when we 
entertained many scores of people and took £182.50. A Bat 
Walk (July 5) and the AGM (July 26) will be held soon. 

 

We did not do any bulb planting at Abbey End last Autumn but 
the display from our earlier efforts was tremendous this Spring, 
confirming the Committee’s feelings that we had fulfilled our 
original aims of a substantial yet natural display. Hopefully the 
bulbs will increase over time. 

 

Moreton Morrell College together with WDC carried out a fish 
netting exercise in March to remove most of the larger fish 
which were relocated in deeper waters. This is necessary every 
other year as the fish grow too big, from generous helpings of 
bread, for the shallow water in the pool. 

 

A new notice board is on order and will be placed at the 
swimming pool entrance to replace the original. It will be there 
to provide information about the Friends to a wider audience 
and what we are doing. 
                                                                                             continued ... 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

2018 calendar competition ..... 3 

Treasurer’s report ................... 3 

News and Events …………….…..3 

Committee contact details ...... 4 

Membership forms ................. 4 



“In the Spring, I have counted 136 different kinds of weather in 24 
hours.” 

Mark Twain  
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Litter picking has re-commenced, see “Events” on the website, with Bart taking over from Dave 
Rickers. Whilst we may not readily collect as much litter as previously this remains an important role 
for us, as we can deep clean further into the undergrowth and at the same time it provides us with 
an overview of the state of the Fields. A necessary coffee and chat conclude the hour’s efforts. 

This year’s major project is the bi-annual Calendar which has been taken on by Bart and Catriona 
with additional help from Joan and Dave R.  By the time this Newsletter reaches you the final 
selection of photographs will have taken place and Emmerson’s will be warming up the printers inks! 
A lot of effort goes into organising and producing the calendar to maintain the high quality of 
previous editions. The 2018 Calendar will be a limited edition and demand will, from previous 
experience, be high. To cater for this a pre-order Form will send out to all members in August so that 
you can order your copies before general release in September. Please don’t leave it and be 
disappointed. 

Now for the serious part.  

Our next Annual General Meeting on 26th July will be of particular importance to all the 
membership. Three of the current Committee are standing down and this means that we look for 
others to take their place.  Most societies would look at this situation in despair but really it is an 
opportunity for younger members to have your say and bring fresh ideas into the forum. If we sit 
still then we go backwards and with a membership of over 160 members this should not be in 
question. Being on the Committee does not take a great deal of time or effort; you contribute in 
whatever way you are able.  We are always looking for fresh ideas to continue the progress we have 
made over the last few years. 

I ask that you all make an effort to both attend the meeting and give whatever commitment you can. 

Perhaps as a stimulus I would remind you that the Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan is currently being 
aired and needs some close inspection if we are to ensure that Abbey Fields continues to be the 
quiet and peaceful haven that we enjoy. The last thing we need is for outside parties making 
decisions that should be taken by the Council and community ... think HS2 and its potential impact 
on the town. 

David Pettifor 

Deputy Chairman 



 

FOAF 2018 CALENDAR PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION 

TREASURER’S REPORT (April 2017) 

At the end of March 2017 FOAF have almost £10,000 in their two 

accounts (HSBC and Scottish Widows), having started this financial year 

(July 1 2016) with £13,900.  Since then we have contributed just over 

£6,000 to the purchase and installation of three Trim Trail pieces of 

equipment.  It is pleasing to see this getting well used, even through the 

winter period. 

We planned the publication of the 2018 calendar, with sponsorship of 

£1,300 already promised, so assuming this is a similar financial success 

to previous years, we should be looking to make around £3,000 by the 

end of this calendar year. 

We have some projects in an early stage of planning, in conjunction with 

WDC, such as a new bird feeding platform and improvements to the 

brook banks. Any project suggestions/ideas are welcome, although they 

would need to be consistent with our objectives and have the support of 

Warwickshire County Council if directly impacting the Fields. 

Subscriptions for 2017 are starting to come through now; if you have not 

already signed up to let us claim Gift Aid, please do so if you can, as it 

enables us to reclaim a further 25% of your annual subscription.  A 

completed form is not required every year, once it is set up it usually 

lasts as long as you are a member. 

Gordon Mitchell, Treasurer 
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NEWS & EVENT ROUND-UP 

New Lizzie Lofthouse book 

We are very excited to announce that 

local author and FOAF member 

Lizzie Lofthouse’s new children’s 

book is set in Abbey Fields.  The story 

features two children Poppy and 

Sam, and the adventures which they 

have together in the Fields and the 

Castle.  Lizzie has very kindly agreed 

for our logo to feature on the back 

cover of the book, as well as donating 

a proportion of the sales to FOAF. 

The book will be available from 

Kenilworth Books in Talisman 

Square, or you can place requests 

through FOAF and we will process 

your order.  The price has not yet 

been confirmed, but should be 

around £12.50. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Annual General Meeting 

Our AGM will be held on July 26th 

2017, 7.30pm,  at the Senior Citizens’ 

Club, Abbey End.  We will have a 

round-up of the last 12 months from 

the Committee Members, election to 

posts, and a general discussion on all 

aspects of the Fields.  All are welcome 

to attend.  Refreshments will be 

served. 

Wednesday, 5th July – Bat Walk  

 

This will be led by Jon Russ, 

Warwickshire Bat Group, who will be 

bringing a rescued bat with him. 

Everyone welcome – meet in St 

Nicholas Car Park, Abbey Fields, 

Kenilworth at 9.15pm. 

Friday, 11th August – Moth 

Evening  

David Brown, County Moth Recorder 

will lead this event. Everyone is 

welcome, but wrap up well! Meet in 

St Nicholas car park at 9pm. 

Every two years the Friends publish a calendar 

featuring photographs of Abbey Fields, and we are 

well on the way to producing next year’s.  This 

time we decided to run a competition to select the 

pictures which are included, with the winning 

picture being used on the front cover. 

 

The photographs for each month have been chosen by a panel of FOAF committee 

members,  but the front cover photo was chosen at a special event at the Almanack 

in Abbey End.  By the time you read this, the Deputy Mayor Cllr Kate Dickson will 

have selected the winning photos.   

 



 

F.O.A.F COMMITTEE 

David Pettifor  (Deputy 
Chairman)  

01926 748731 

 

Catriona Woods (Minutes 
Secretary and Newsletter) 

01926 511823 

 

Gordon Mitchell  
(Treasurer) 

01926 513018 

 

Sam Sexton  (Mem bership 
Secretary / Website)  

01926 855930 

 

David Rickers  (Litter  Pick 
/ Events Organiser) 

01926 852238 

 

Joan Rockett  (Mem bership 
Recruitment)  

01926 863143 

 

Bart (Ojars) Bartmanis  
(Member) 

Thank you to our Corporate Members 

for their ongoing support: 

St Nicholas Parish Church 

Crackley Hall School 

CONTACT DETAILS 

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

or 

membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

 We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, 

Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

Do you know someone who would like to become a Friend of 

Abbey Fields?  Please pass them  the  form  below , or  visit the 

Membership area of our website (www.friendsofabbeyfields.org,uk) 

 

Application for Membership of Friends of Abbey Fields 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Postcode: ……………………………. 

Phone number: …………………………………………………………………… 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

I / We wish to join Friends of Abbey Fields 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………... 

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Membership fees  are £7.50 per adult.  Children under 18 years of age may 

join FREE of charge provided that at least one parent becomes a member.  

Please give children’s details, including ages.  Children: YES / NO 

Ages: ………………………………………… 

 

I understand that the membership secretary may hold my details on a computer, but that 

these will only be used in connection with my membership of the Friends of Abbey Fields. 

 

Please return this form with a cheque made out to ‘Friends of Abbey 

Fields’ to Membership Secretary, 42 De Montfort Road, Kenilworth, CV8 

1DE.  If you pay tax, you can Gift Aid your subscription—see Home/

Membership on our website for the form. 

Please tick if you require a receipt [ ] 

 


