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Well where do I begin? Have we ever known times like this before?  

Because of Covid-19 we as a town, and as a nation, are in lockdown! Many of us 

are in social isolation. As a result FOAF have had to cancel all events and litter 

picks planned for the year. We do hope to continue producing our calendar but 

so much depends on the local retailer support we have relied on in the past. 

However, as you know, our high street has been devastated! 

But have faith. Despite the awful wet winter and Covid-19, spring is bursting 

through! I am listening to Ralph Vaughan Williams’ The Lark Ascending whilst 

I write to you all. Despite the lingering chill in the wind, blue sky and sunshine is 

piercing its way through. We have to be positive. And nature will help us! Abbey 

Fields in this difficult time remains a haven, a retreat, an opportunity to walk 

and exercise and to appreciate the new life that is spring.  

On your walk at the ford end of Abbey Fields take time to look at the newly 

planted fritillaria (Figure 1), planted in the autumn by volunteers, now bursting 

through with many in full bloom.  

Due to social distancing, I know we don’t want to, and 

shouldn’t dwell, but just occasionally stop and 

appreciate the different vibrant greens appearing all 

over Abbey Fields. They exhibit a wealth of energy 

and hope. Listen to the many different and 

captivating bird songs. Take time to breathe and 

inhale that wonderful oxygen (difficult with face 

masks I know!).  

I am delighted to say that following our plea for more 

support in our last Newsletter two members have 

approached us leading to two wonderful opportunities for our membership to 

simply appreciate or contribute towards the conservation of Abbey Fields. 

In this publication, Valerie Whiteman has 

written an article on the thrush family 

and particularly those resident in Abbey 

Fields. Valerie has for many years been 

recording the bird life here and has her 

own database, but we would welcome 

members’ participation and contribution 

to establish our own informal records. If 

you have sightings or photographs of 

birds in Abbey Fields please share them 

by emailing 

webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

We will include details on our website for 

all to enjoy!       
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Figure 1: Fritillaria 

Figure 2: Brimstone butterfly  and main image Common Blue butterfly 
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Event cancellations 

In line with Government advice due to the coronavirus, all of the 

Friends of Abbey Fields events for 2020 have been cancelled. 

We know that this will be a disappointment for many of you but 

our priority is to ensure the safety of those who would have 

attended. We still hope to be able to hold our AGM in the 

autumn, subject to the situation at that time, and will let you 

have the details of this as soon as we can. 

School activities in Abbey Fields  

Abbey Fields is a great place for children to learn about nature 

and enjoy a natural environment. We recently began the process 

of engaging with local schools, with the aim of providing 

support for school classes to take part in activities in the Fields. 

Last year over thirty primary school children took part in a litter 

pick.   

This year we have contact with three primary schools and hope 

to extend our links to other schools. We had arranged afternoon 

sessions with three classes of children, including an educational 

activity about trees. These have obviously been cancelled due to 

circumstances. However, we feel encouraged that we are 

starting to forge links with the schools, and that by making use 

of the wonderful natural resource of Abbey Fields we can add to 

the children’s appreciation of nature.  

Butterfly monitoring Jenny Green 

It feels like I have always loved butterflies although growing up 

in the industrial Black Country I cannot have seen many. 

However, I did develop a love of the British countryside and 

since retirement I have become involved in the ‘citizen science’ 

of butterfly monitoring at an RSPB reserve and on a National 

Trust site. 

I naively believed that butterflies would be easier to learn about 

than birds - after all there are only 60 British species - but I am 

still on a steep learning curve. On my first transect walk with an 

experienced volunteer I learned that there are small ‘Large 

Whites’ and large ‘Small Whites’ which are challenging to 

identify when in flight. It is not unknown for me to be on my 

knees studying the antennae of Large, Small and Essex skippers 

trying to make an accurate identification. Each Spring I need to 

refresh my learning and ‘get my eye in’ again. 

Butterfly Conservation, which has a very active branch in 

Warwickshire, produces statistics each year about the state of 

British butterflies, one result of thousands of volunteers 

undertaking surveys, and the statistics are used to inform 

research and conservation. It also organises the Big Butterfly 

Count each summer. It is good to feel you are contributing, 

albeit in a small way, to conservation efforts. It is all too easy to 

feel powerless in these days of climate change. 

This spring and summer on behalf of FOAF and Butterfly 

Conservation there will be some monitoring of butterflies in this 

wonderful open space which we enjoy in Kenilworth. This will 

begin to give some indication of the state of our butterfly 

population. If, on a sunny day, you see a retired couple with 

identification chart, notebook and binoculars studying a 

hedgerow or an unmown area, do please stop to talk with us and 

share your own sightings of these beautiful creatures. We hope 

to offer some feedback later in the year. 

https://www.warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk/  

CHAIRMAN’S PIECE (CONTINUED) 

In addition, Jenny and Phil Green have agreed to start mapping 

our local butterflies in Abbey Fields. We have very few records 

of our butterfly population, so if you wish to respond or add to 

Jenny’s findings and updates please contact us by sending 

either your photographs or sightings to: 

webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

Swimming Pool Development 

In our last publication we highlighted our concerns about the 

design, materials used and the environmental impact on Abbey 

Fields. We were pleased to learn recently that Warwick District 

Council (WDC) are considering significant changes to their 

plans for the pool. Watch this space!  Thank you to everyone 

who contributed towards the recent WDC Consultation. You 

had an impact! 

Mapping Abbey Fields 

Great News! WDC has agreed, with a financial contribution 

from us, to conduct a Phase 2 Ecology Plan for Abbey Fields. A 

definitive knowledge of what inhabits and grows in Abbey 

Fields can only help us respond constructively to future major 

developments or planning requests.  

Finally we are still without a Membership Secretary. This role is 

not onerous but is very important. The key skill requirement is 

familiarity with databases. We know there is someone for the 

role out there! If you are interested and want to be part of a 

really positive and friendly team, working passionately for 

Abbey Fields, then please contact me on 

chairman@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

And finally… 

Did you see this magnificent Japanese cherry tree (Prunus 

Shirotae) heralding in spring? Some people in Kenilworth refer 

to this tree as the Angel Tree because of its beauty and 

wingspan.   
Figure 3: Japanese cherry in bloom 

I hope you enjoy our Newsletter. 
Please also visit our Website 
www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk  
and keep safe! 

 Figure 4: Japanese cherry (detail) 
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 Then there are Fieldfares. They, like Redwings, are winter 

migrants, over from northern Europe where they nest, and 

often the two species move in flocks together. Fieldfares 

are as large as Mistle thrushes, but have a distinct grey 

head and a chestnut brown back. They make a “chack, 

chack, chack” sound as they move through the 

countryside. This winter, I have not seen any in Abbey 

Fields, but there’s a group which is often in the trees 

beyond the fishponds near Castle Farm.   

I have seen Redwings in Abbey Fields this year, though not 

so many as usual. At the end of March there were still four 

of them around, in the larches near the swimming pool 

and in the ivy on trees in the churchyard. They are my 

favourite thrush, being the smallest and also the neatest 

looking. They have a distinctive creamy eye stripe, and a 

red patch beneath their wings, which gives them their 

name. You often see groups moving quietly under the trees 

beyond the War Memorial, frequently with a ‘guard’ bird in 

a tree keeping watch for danger. They will come quite close 

to you if you stand still.  

Images: Left to right: Fieldfare, Mistle thrush, Song thrush, 
Redwing 

Courtesy of RSPB (https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/)  

British Trust for Ornithology : https://www.bto.org/ 
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Calendar Competition 2021 

In the past the FOAF committee have made a calendar for members of Friends of Abbey Fields, people living in Kenilworth and 

an even wider group of their friends and relatives. Last year we were unable to do this, but this year we are going to do so again 

for a 2021 calendar. 

This is an exciting task and allows us to offer you the chance to have one or more of your photographs to be used in the calendar. 

In the past we ran a competition which was open to everybody. We asked for your photographs of Abbey Fields and we received 

some lovely images in previous years. Examples from previous calendars are below and details of how to enter are overleaf. 

Thrushes Valerie Whiteman 

In Abbey Fields in winter you can usually see, or more likely hear, 

four of our native thrushes; two resident (Mistle and Song), and 

two migrants (Fieldfare and Redwing).   

The Song Thrush is the most commonly heard and seen and 

probably the most familiar. Last year there was a pair down by the 

ford and they would often be seen foraging in the meadow grass. 

They are familiar birds with spotted breast and a warm brown 

back. The Song Thrush is the one which sings repeated phrases, 

two, three or even four times over: sometimes one that sounds 

like, “Judy did, Judy did”.   

There is also a pair of Mistle Thrushes on Abbey Fields, often over 

towards Rosemary Hill. They are slightly bigger than the Song 

Thrush, with greyer brown backs, and a song which is more like a 

blackbird’s. Their alarm call sounds a bit like an old fashioned 

football rattle. They often sit and sing high up in trees, and often 

in stormy weather, hence their old name ‘storm cock’. 

 There is a really good video tutorial on the difference between 

Song and Mistle Thrushes on the British Trust for Ornithology 

(BTO) website and also one on the difference between our two 

migrant thrushes.  

 

https://www.bto.org/


Contact Details 
 
Chairperson 
chair@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact the chairperson if you wish 

to raise a matter of concern about Friends 

of Abbey Fields, its activities or activities 

that are having or might have an impact 

on Abbey Fields or your enjoyment of it.  

Secretary 
secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact the Secretary if you have 

something to be communicated to the 

committee at their next meeting, or have a 

request for information to be distributed 

to the membership of FOAF.  

Membership 
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact the Membership Secretary 

to become a member of Friends of Abbey 

Fields or if you have any queries about 

your current membership.  

Events and Activities 
events@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact the Events and Activities 

Organiser if you have any queries about 

our current or future events or activities  

Information 
info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact our Information desk if you 

have any queries about Friends of Abbey 

Fields or its activities.  

Gallery Moderator 
moderator@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Please contact the Gallery Moderator if 

you have any queries about how to gain 

access so that you can post your photo-

graphs to the Friends of Abbey Fields 

Flickr pages.  

Webmaster 
webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
If you have any queries about the Website 

or spot any errors on it, please contact the 

Webmaster.  

Newsletter Editor 
newsletter@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 
Our Newsletter Editor would love to hear 

from you if you have items of news that 

could be of interest to the members of 

Friends of Abbey Fields or viewers of the 

website.  

Thank you to our Corporate 

Members for their ongoing 

support: 

St Nicholas Parish Church 

Crackley Hall School 

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, 

Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

Membership 

Do you know someone who would like to become a Friend of Abbey 

Fields? Please pass them the  form below, or visit the Membership area of our 

website (www.friendsofabbeyfields.org,uk) 

Application for Membership of Friends of Abbey Fields 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………Postcode…………………… 

Phone number: …………………………………………………………………… 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

I / We wish to join Friends of Abbey Fields 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………... 

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Membership fees  are £7.50 per adult.  Children under 18 years of age may join 

FREE of charge provided that at least one parent becomes a member. Please give 

children’s details, including ages.  Children: YES / NO 

Ages: ………………………………………… 

I understand that the membership secretary may hold my details on a computer, but that these will 

only be used in connection with my membership of the Friends of Abbey Fields. 

Please return this form with a cheque made out to ’Friends of Abbey Fields’ to: 

Membership Secretary, Two Doors House, 48 High Street, Kenilworth, CV8 1LZ.   

Please tick if you require a receipt [ ] 

 

Calendar Competition (continued)  

We hope that you have seen on our website or Facebook page that the competition 

is now open. All the details can be found on our calendar Competition page: 

http://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/2021-calendar-competition/ 

You can enter as many photos as you like, BUT each photo MUST be entered in 

separate emails to: calendar@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

In the email, please let us have the following information: 

Month: The month when you took the photo.  E.g. March 

Title of the photo: What you have called the photograph. E.g. Cygnets on the 

lake 

Photographer’s name 

Your name (if different to that of the photographer) 

Your contact phone number 

Whether you are a member of FOAF or not 

Please note: 

• The photo must be of or from Abbey Fields 

• The photo should not include identifiable people (unless you can confirm that 

they have given their permission) 

• It should be landscape not portrait (otherwise it may be cropped). 

All the photographs will be reviewed. Those considered to be the best twenty-six 

will be judged and one image will be selected for each month or the front cover.  

We hope that the winning photo and its photographer will be shown in Kenilworth 
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