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This has been a very busy time for us with planting work being carried out in the Play Area bog     
garden and at the rear of the tennis courts, as well as the ongoing wild flower meadow and bulb 
planting on Abbey Hill. 
 

Thankfully we have now completed the majority of the hard planting work and the Litter picking on the 
Fields for 2013.  I must be getting old as I found it particularly hard this year and have never known 
the ground to be quite so dry.  I would like to thank all of you who came along and helped, as it 
makes our efforts so much more worthwhile.  A great deal has been achieved by us in the last year 
and I hope that we should all reap the rewards of the planting, for generations to come.   
 

The planting along the back fence line of the Play Area had to be cancelled by WDC as the plant 
stock was not ready.  We hope to be able to do the planting at a suitable time so that it looks tidier for 
next Summer. 
 

As our crocus planting on Abbey Hill is now finished and the Flower Meadow scheduled planting will 
be completed next Autumn, we will be looking for ideas to improve the Fields in the future.  Obviously 
keeping within our aims for Friends of Abbey Fields, either from an educational aspect or  
conservation.  Please let us know your thoughts on this. 
 

Well that time of year has rolled around yet again, so it just leaves me to wish you All a Merry    
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
Chairman 
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Litter picking 2013 

I would like to thank you all for 
your efforts on a Saturday  
morning, litter picking in all kinds 
of weather.  We have had on 
average 9 people attend each 
month and have managed to 
collect some 59 bags of        
rubbish. Plus we have also had 
various metal items including 
half a cycle and a child’s scoot-
er, as well as a huge amount of 
cans and bottles to name but a 
few!  My sincere thanks once 
again and I look forward to see-
ing you in April when we start 
all over again! 
 

Dave Rickers 
The Weary Litter Pickers 



While we were planting the last section of bulbs along Abbey Hill a lady living on the road opposite, came 
over and donated £20 towards the cost of the bulbs.  She said that each Spring she looked forward to the    
displays of bulbs and that her donation was a small thank you for the pleasure   received. 

The work is now completed and it is nice to know that the vast majority of people are pleased with our   
efforts.  This is as much of a “park” as it will get. 

Our thanks to our anonymous donor for the money and more especially for the   encouragement. 
 

A Friend 

Friends of Abbey Fields 

Crocus planting donation 

On Friday 20th September two 
members of The Friends of      
Abbey Fields walked round the 
lake with 16 girls, aged 5-7 
from the 7th Kenilworth         
St. Francis Rainbow Group.  
They fed the ducks and along 
the way saw bat and bird box-
es, bracket fungus and 
crushed the leaves of the water 
mint to smell its aroma.  
One of the helpers found         
a grasshopper and saw the 
heron which was on its usual 
perch,  the “no fishing” sign!  It 
was an  enjoyable evening and 
the girls ended up sampling the 
new play equipment which met 
their approval.   
 

Celia& Dave Rickers  
The 7th Kenilworth St Francis Rainbow Group 

The Bulb Planting Volunteers with Jon Holmes 

The Rainbow Troop 



Friends of Abbey Fields 

 

The months fly by and Abbey Fields has been baked in glorious sunshine over the Summer and what a 
success the play area continues to be. 
We have a new area officer who has taken on Kenilworth including Abbey Fields and general        
maintenance, Joe Bell.  You may have seen him looking after the Fields.  The Gate House is in the pro-
cess of having a turf roof to protect the ancient structure, our Property Section is dealing with this pro-
ject. 
The car park has been completed, and it looks so much better plus the new drainage is helping to     
remove excess water.  We have 3 new trees to replace the removed trees, the planting will be in the 
new year. We also planted the rain garden with the help of the Friends of Abbey Fields and a glorious 
warm day in September helped the team complete the planting in good spirits, many thanks to all who 
turned out.  The Grey Wagtail who has been a regular visitor to the garden, hopped round the plants 
before we started planting.  The garden has been designed around insect friendly plants, the stone ga-
bions are also refuge for all sorts of insects along the tree trunks and gravel.  Initial feedback has been 
very good, the rain garden proved successful in catching water and soon filled up.  Plants chosen will 
cope with these conditions and flourish, keep an eye on the gardens progress next year. 
Plug planting in the meadow was carried out in October and the 350 wild flowers were planted in very 
dry conditions, the ground was literally dust just under the surface.  Thankfully it rained and the plants 
and the volunteers got well watered in!  Yellow rattle seed will be sown shortly and we await Spring 
and Summer to enjoy the flowers.  A grateful thanks to all who turned out on not a nice day, one more 
year of planting will see the meadow complete. 
The meadow in the play area has had 550 wild flowers planted and 5,000 snakes head fritillaries add-
ed, this will look great next year.  Some outstanding work to the play area surfaces will be carried out 
in due course (turfing and seeding). 
We had to cancel the hedge planting around the play area, this will be done at a later date, as the 
plants were not available due to the dry conditions.  Your help will be appreciated on this planting  
project next year.             
      Jon 

Our Man at WDC 

I first met Adrian in April 2002 when he and his wife Pru responded to my letter in the Kenilworth 
Weekly News, which suggested that Friends of Abbey Fields (FOAF), could be reformed to help to 
tackle the litter problem in the Fields and to address other concerns. 
It is no exaggeration to say that Adrian was essential in helping to ensure that the Friends of Abbey 
Fields was a recognised and respected organisation with the support of Warwick District Council. 
We decided that our first project would be to plant cowslips, meadow sweet and purple loosestrife at 
the western end of the lake.  Adrian started as he meant to go on, spade in hand, helping             
enthusiastically. 
In April 2003, we held our first Members meeting, at which Adrian helped with the planning and    
organisation.  Long standing members may remember that we had speakers talking about the     
Abbey Ruins, as well as the bats and birds that inhabited the Fields.  That event, which was         
extremely well attended, encouraged us to believe that the new FOAF should continue its focus on 
wildlife, so a month or two later Adrian and I were back in the Fields, supporting WDC to install the 
bat boxes that we had commissioned. 
In 2004 I stood down and Adrian continued to give his full support to the new Chair Pat Smith with 
guidance as well as physical support at our various digging and litter picking events.  Adrian’s zest 
for life and friendship were boundless and he had a rare gift of making you feel that you and your 
views were important and so conversations with him were never predictable.  His skills were many, 
and FOAF were extremely lucky and privileged that he was such an ardent supporter.  Whether it 
was writing a constitution or wielding a spade, Adrian could be relied upon to help.  He will be 
missed very much not only by the Committee, but by me with great affection and gratitude. 
(The FOAF will be planting an Oak tree in Abbey Fields and also we have commissioned a bench 
in the Children's Play Area in memory of Adrian). 

 

Sandra Whitlock (ex. Chair & Friend) 

Memories of Adrian rowe-Evans 1923-2013 



Chairman: 

Pat Smith …………………………………..01926  852458 
 

Events & Litter picking: 

David Rickers ……………………………..01926 852238 
 

Treasurer : 

Gordon Mitchell ………………………….01926  513018 
 

Secretary & Membership Enquiries: 

Pat Smith …………………………………..01926 852458 
 

Membership & Recruitment: 

Joan Rockett ………………………………01926 863143 
 

Website Coordinator: 

Sam Sexton………………………………..01926 899530 
 

Newsletter Editor: 

Linda Pettifor ……………………………..01926 748731 
 

Committee Members: 

David Pettifor ……………………………..01926 748731 

We’re on the Web! 

www.friendsofabbeyfields.deman.co.uk 

 

 

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth who have 
generously printed this edition of the Newsletter  

 

 
Email: 

Friendsofabbeyfields@deman.co.uk 

Litter Picking: 
 

2014 Litter Picking Saturday sessions for 
your diaries: 

(these maybe subject to change as we go on) 
 

5th April 

3rd May 

7th June 

5th July 

2nd August 

6th September 

4th October 

1st November 
 

Please meet at the Swimming Baths by 
the Café at 9.30 a.m as usual 

Forthcoming Events 

Hedge Planting 
This will take place sometime in the  

New Year, date to be confirmed 
 

Lions Show 
Saturday 14th June 2014 

we will be there with our stall 
 

More to be announced in next edition…. 

Events for 2014 so far... 

F.O.A.F Committee 

Hopefully by the time you read this, most of 
the 2014 Calendars will have been sold!  Our 
retail shop outlets in Kenilworth have all been 
busy.  The Committee had a very  successful, 
though cold, day standing outside Sainsbury’s 
and sold over 60 Calendars. Our thanks to 
Sainsbury’s for letting us set up a stall outside 
and hassle their shoppers on a Saturday!  We 
will be out again at both the Christmas light 
events in the town and that should complete 
our sell. 

The sale of the Calendars can only be 
achieved by people making a big effort - the 
Committee work very hard, not only to sell but 
produce the Calendars, plus all of you who 
kindly donated pictures, taken throughout the 
year in all weathers conditions. We would also 
like to thank you our members and ‘Joe    
Public’, for buying the calendars. Without you 
all it would be a quiet Christmas! 

Finally, a big “THANK YOU” to Brian          
Emmerson and his team for making our      
Calendars so  beautiful, yet again.  We really 
are very grateful for all their help.   

So may we wish you all a Very Merry     

Christmas and a Happy New Year…..Ed 

Calendar update 


