
April 2018 

Dear Members 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Friends of Abbey Fields newsletter; we hope you 

have had a cosy winter and are now enjoying the longer days and (slightly!) warmer 

weather. 

We have had a busy Autumn and Winter with several projects in progress including 

sales of the FOAF calendar, upgrades to our website and most recently our 

Membership Survey.  The Committee are always looking for new ways of keeping in 

touch with our members, and we have set up accounts on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram.  We will use these accounts to provide events information and keep 

visitors to our pages updated with the latest Abbey Fields news.  Please don’t worry if 

you don’t have access to these, we will continue to put all of the information on to our 

website and in these newsletters.   

Thank you to everyone who 

responded to our recent 

Membership Survey; we had 

an excellent reply rate and 

the results are very 

encouraging.  These phrases 

are just some of those used to 

describe Abbey Fields and 

your relationship with them, 

and very much echo our 

sentiments and those of the 

Friends.  We have prepared a summary of the survey findings which you will have 

received by email and is also available on the website; some of the key responses 

were: 

 Overwhelming support for carrying on with the monthly litter picks, with 34% of 

respondents interested in taking part. 

 Good interest levels in the various wildlife events, but relatively low attendance 

rates; this is something we are going to address over the coming months.  Part of 

our Mission Statement is to make Abbey Fields more accessible, and enabling 

participation in these events is fundamental to this aim. 

 Over 60% of responses were in favour of introducing membership renewal by 

electronic subscriptions, and this is something we are going to look in to. 

This edition of the newsletter includes a piece on the Geology and Landscape of 

Abbey Fields, and is the first in a planned series of articles on the natural 

environment.  If you have any topics you would like to see covered in future editions, 

or would like to contribute an article of any length please do get in touch via the 

website.  

Thank you for your continued support.  Yours,  Cat Woods 

Newsletter officer 

2018 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
Saturday 30th June: 

10 a.m. Meadow Walk, meet 

at War Memorial 

 

Wednesday 4th July: 

9.15 p.m. Bat Walk, meet at St 

Nicholas car park 

 

Wednesday 25th July: 

7.30 p.m. AGM, at Senior 

Citizens Club 

 

Friday 10th August: 

9 p.m. Moth Walk, meet at St 

Nicholas car park 

 

Litter picks: 

Every first Saturday of the 

month until October; check 

website for details, and 

details of all other events.  

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org 

 

Also watch out for our 

stall at the lions show in 

june! 

Children  Surroundings Place Conservation 

Walking  Educate  Kenilworth  Volunteers 

Support  Important  Abbey Fields  Events 

Local  Connected  Town  Wonderful  Sense 

Future  Protect  Management  WDC 



Everyone will recognise the Kenilworth Sandstone as it was extensively 
quarried in the local area and used in the 
Castle, Abbey, Barn and numerous other 
buildings in and around Abbey Fields.  
Former quarries local to the Abbey Fields 
include those on Berkeley Road, Malthouse 
Lane and by Parliament Piece.  The historical 
map on the right from 1926 shows just some 
of the local sandstone quarries (circled in 
red).  The sandstone has been quarried for 
use in many buildings; its red colour comes 
from iron oxide staining which tends to fade 
as the rock surface is weathered. 
 
More information and a walking guide to the 
geology of Kenilworth, including where to see 
different types of locally-quarried stone, is 
provided in this leaflet written by the 
Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group 
(available to print from www.wgcg.co.uk).   
 
Along Finham Brook there are River Terrace Deposits which have 
accumulated through successive flood events which have left mud, clay, 
silt and stones at the base of the river valley.  

ABBEY FIELDS: THE GROUND BENEATH OUR FEET 

DATA PROTECTION 

You may have heard that the 
EU is introducing new data 
protection rules, known as 
General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR). These are 
going through parliament at the 
moment and will result in a 
new Data Protection Act, 
coming in to force on May 25th 
this year. 

The new Act will require more 
explicit approval to keep your 
personal details, so for this year 
only, we need to ask you to 
complete the enclosed renewal 
form, as this includes the 
explicit consent. 

You can see our Data Protection 
and Privacy policies on our 
website (under Home/Data 
Protection). You have a right to 
ask to see what data we hold on 
you and can request changes to 
it at any time by sending an 
email to membership@ 
friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk  
or a letter to the Membership 
Secretary at 42 De Montfort 
Road, Kenilworth, CV8 1DE 
 

2 

MEET ABBEY, 
KENILWORTH’S GUIDE DOG! 

This is Abbey, the guide dog 

which is being trained thanks to 

the hard work of the Kenilworth 

Guide Dogs Fundraising Group 

to raise over £6,000 in 2016.  

Her name was chosen after 

local residents’ votes, and we 

were delighted to discover that 

she has been named after Abbey 

Fields!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bedrock geology 

below Abbey Fields 

This edition of the newsletter contains the first in a series of articles on the 
natural environment in and around Abbey Fields.  To start, we are looking 
at the geology beneath the local area and the effect this has upon 
groundwater and topography (landscape) of the Fields. 
 
Kenilworth is underlain by sandstone, formed from materials which were 
deposited approximately 250 million years ago under desert conditions.  
The extent of the Kenilworth Sandstone Formation is shown in brown in 
the British Geological Survey (BGS) map extract below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbey Fields are outlined in 
blue in the centre of the map, 
which also shows that the 
southern area is underlain by 
mudstones of the Ashow 
Formation (shown in purple).  
The Ashow Formation is 
another sedimentary rock, 
approximately 50-60m thick 
and formed by the 
development of river 
channels.  
 
The red dotted lines show 
deep fault lines which are 
present at the base of the 
Kenilworth Sandstone. 



Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland 
https://maps.nls.uk/index.html 
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Ordnance Survey 

Warwickshire XXVI.SW 

The Kenilworth Sandstone Formation is porous, and therefore very good at storing water beneath the 
ground.  The Environment Agency has classified the sandstone as a Principal Aquifer, meaning that the 
groundwater stored beneath Kenilworth is a regionally-significant source of water for both drinking 
supplies / industry and for contributing to rivers.   
 
This map shows in blue the area which is underlain 
by protected groundwater; the red circles indicate 
the position of groundwater abstraction (pumping) 
points.  The protected groundwater zone means 
that there are restrictions on activities which can be 
carried out in those areas, for example industrial 
processes which could pose a potential 
contamination risk to the groundwater. 
 
The cross-section below shows the steep sides of 
Abbey Fields and the position of Finham Brook in 
the centre.  This shape was created by the brook 

cutting down in 
to the sandstone 
and eroding it 
away over many thousands of years.  The 
landscape of Abbey Fields was therefore 
formed as a direct result of the sandstone 
beneath the area, which was not resistant to water erosion from 
Finham Brook when it was a much larger stream in the past. 



YOUR COMMITTEE 

Chair:  Ojars Bartm anis  

Vice-chair:  David Pettifor  

Secretary:  Rose Ruddick  

Treasurer:  Rachael Horgan  

Membership Secretary:  Sam  Sexton  

Events:  Joy Margerum  

Webmaster:  David Em sley   

Newsletter:  Cat W oods  

Thank you to our Corporate Members 

for their ongoing support: 

St Nicholas Parish Church 

Crackley Hall School 

CONTACT DETAILS 

info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, 

Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter 

2018 FOAF CALENDAR 

We are delighted to announce that the sale of the 2018 Calendar 
has been a tremendous success.  After costs, we raised in excess 
of £3,000 and distributed over 900 calendars.  It was a 
tremendous effort on the part of all concerned and we would like 
to offer a special thanks to: our sponsors, our retail distributors, 
the photographers, you our members and of course all those who 
actually purchased the calendar!  We would also like to extend a 
warm thanks to our loyal Printer, John Emmerson, who once 
again produced a competitively priced, high quality calendar. 
 
During the last six months approximately 30 retail outlets were 
involved in the sales process added to by the more traditional 
sales event organised by the committee and supported by 
yourselves outside the Sainsbury’s store in the depths of a chilly 
Saturday in November. 
 
For the first time over 160 calendars were distributed to the 
membership as part of the FOAF joining fee, meaning that of the 
900 calendars we actually sold almost 750 which is a fantastic 
effort, so thank you again to everyone involved. 
 
You may recall, on this occasion, the process started with us 
inviting both members and non-members to enter a 
photographic competition that culminated in our local Mayor, 
Kate Dickson, selecting the winning entries in a specially 
arranged judging final held at the Almanac. The winning entry 
was by Fabio Rodrigues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those of you that haven’t been able to buy a calendar we still 
have a reserve stock and they can be ordered at 
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk. 
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WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

Anyone who has visited our website 

recently will have noticed the frequent 

updates and reports from our events such 

as the litter picks and wildlife walks.  

Please keep checking the website for 

further information and events news. 

We have also embraced social media, and 

you can now follow the Friends of Abbey 

Fields on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram.  Please take a look at our sites 

and feel free to contribute any comments 

/ photographs which show the Fields off 

in their best light! 

 @FriendsOAF  

 

 @FriendsOAF  

 

 friendsoaf  

 

We also have a Flickr group page where 

you can view and upload your 

photographs; please see the FOAF website 

for how to join and to review our group 

rules.  Our Flickr page is here: 

https://www.flickr.com/groups/

friendsofabbeyfields 

We look forward to seeing all your 

fabulous pictures of Abbey Fields! 


