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Chairman’s Piece: April 2022

Dear Members

Boris Johnson has announced a further relaxation of the laws and regulations
surrounding Covid. | hope this is the very last time | have to make reference to
the subject. Hurrah!!!

This was the same weekend that Dudley, Eunice and Franklin paid Kenilworth a
visit removing one of our magnificent lime trees on the diagonal path from
Bridge Street leading up to town. One of our members had already identified the
tree as ‘struggling’ but the experts had considered it safe, not expecting the
power of the three storms we experienced over the weekend.

Spring is herel!

Nature and more specifically Abbey Fields marches on relentlessly and, despite Abbey Fields being the worse
for wear from the intensive footfall over the last two years, the snowdrops and crocuses have burst through
with great vigour and beauty. The sight is encouraging and motivational.

Richard has already planned a full range of events, detailed on the back page, for our members to enjoy and we
will be supporting Kenilworth Town Council’s Naturewatch Week especially for children in May.

Despite it being the winter months, as a Committee we have been exceptionally busy:

Working with WDC to ensure the new pool is sympathetically built empathising with the ecology and
environment in which it sits, whilst trying to minimise the disruption to all visitors during the build period. This
is a real challenge. Many decisions still need to be finalised, but we are desperately trying to ensure the
children’s play area remains open for the duration of the build period and walkers are able to access at least
one of the two bridge crossings by the pool. The build period could be anything from eighteen months to two

years. WDC has also produced a monster 10-year strategy for Abbey Fields.
, Itis a very detailed and thorough plan which is being meticulously reviewed
% by our Committee. Cycling once again has been raised as a serious topic for
+ discussion but hopefully we can work with WDC and KTC to find a solution
| that minimises the impact on Abbey Fields and its important ecology. We
believe that a simple, sympathetic, cost effective solution exists and we will
be discussing this with the relevant authorities.

I' The Committee has also been reading with great interest Steven Falk’s
wonderful survey mapping the invertebrates in Abbey Fields. This has been
our first commission and we are delighted with Steven’s report and output.
The report identified around 670 species and excitingly 18 species were
recorded with national conservation statuses. Four appear to be the first
records in the Warwickshire area. Seventy-two varieties of bees were also

Steven Falk hands over his report identified, an impressive total. Steven also made several recommendations

identifying how Abbey Fields could be improved to support our critically

important insects and invertebrates. The full report now sits on our website
www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk FOAF
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The Lapidary Wall: St Mary’s Abbey /an Fenwick Butterflies in Abbey Fields Jenny Green

Walking through the Abbey Fields, we often glance across I have described before the butterfly monitoring
at the unusual wall containing many carved stones. But which is carried out involving four transect walks
how did it come to be? During the 19th century, with the over a set route in Spring and Summer. As

rising population, the burial ground of St Nicholas was reported in my article last September, Spring 2021
repeatedly extended. In 1840 the area to the north of the was a disappointing time for butterfly surveying,
Abbey Church was incorporated and digging revealed large May was a wet month with rainfall above average.
amounts of worked stone. To avoid trouble for the grave Species which produce two broods a year fare
diggers, it was decided to clear the area of stone by poorly in a cold, wet spring which hampers
digging to a depth of 9 feet! In the course of this feeding, breeding and survival. Summer butterflies

'excavation' the Abbey burial ground was encountered and seemed to be delayed.during th? June survey.
what we now know to be the free-standing bell tower with | Fortunately, numbers improved in July boosted by

foundation walls 12 feet thick at the base. Meadow Browns, our most widespread and
abundant butterfly, and Ringlets characterised by

the cream coloured ‘hula hoops’ on their brown
wings. In August the weather was dull and there
were few butterflies to be seen on the transect.
Sadly we saw no showy Peacock butterflies or
Commas with their beautiful scalloped wings
during the surveys this year. However, on a more
positive note the numbers of feisty Small Coppers
increased and Speckled Woods made it on to the
species list. Our butterfly total for 2021 was 130
butterflies in

A further extension of the graveyard occurred in 1885.
With more loose stone impeding grave digging the first
concerted attempt to excavate the ruins was scheduled for
1890. The outcome was that the south side of the nave
and transepts of the Abbey Church, the Outer Parlour, the
North Cloister Walk and the Chapter House were
discovered. However, at the end of the dig, a cliff some
2.0m high separated the Abbey church from the North
Cloister Walk to the south. The opportunity was taken to
construct the original Lapidary (i.e. pertaining to stones)
Wall, thought to have been constructed in or about 1890 )
to highlight some of the many carved stones recovered comp.arlson to 179
seen in 2020. Further

during the summer's work. ] 3
details and results *

can be seen on the

In 1922 a further investigation was given the go-ahead.

Initiated, in part, as an unemployment relief measure, the FOAE website. ' ,
area to the south of the Abbey church and the Gatehouse

. . . As our weather ’ B
and a large extension outside the perimeter wall of the b . -’
churchyard was excavated producing yet more worked ecomes. more erratic p
stone due to climate AN et e

change, it is
important to
continue to monitor
its effects on butterflies, which are vital indicators
of environmental change. An opportunity to
become involved in citizen science is to participate
in the Big Butterfly Count held each summer,
organised by Butterfly Conservation. Do watch out
in the media for details of how to take part. Itis a
fun activity forallages |7 T

and by participating you
can make an important
e contribution to

g 3 conservation. Here’s

Finally, in 1984 under the supervision of Dr Richard Morris, Meadow Brown
an eminent lecturer in architectural history and Kenilworth
resident, the Lapidary Wall was dismantled, redesigned
and reinstated. The wall was given more structure and
similar features were brought together. For instance, the
lozenge shaped stones, which are believed to originate
from the vaulting ribs in the Chapter House, were re-
assembled to form a feature. More photos on page four.

FOAF
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Material derived from primary sources, Leach, R. and Kenilworth 2022! FOAF
History and Archaeology Society. The first photograph is courtesy of
lan Fenwick, the remainder are courtesy of the Kenilworth History and
Archaeology Society from their Palmer and Blackham collections.

Speckled Wood
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Spring birds: Valerie Whitman

Colourful, charismatic, common- what’s not to like about the Tit
family? There’s Blue, Great, Coal and Long Tailed - although the
Long-tailed Tit isn’t really a tit at all. Everyone knows the Blue Tit,
the bird of our gardens: at the moment they are pairing up and you
can see them chasing through the trees or hedgerows. They are the
only bird species that has a blue head and back and a yellow chest,
so they are very distinctive. In March or even earlier when it is mild,
you will see them nest building. They nest in holes, or indeed in
nest boxes. They feed their young on caterpillars and small insects
so if it is cold, they can have a disastrous season, made worse
because they only have one brood. The female lays an egg every
day or so and doesn’t start brooding until the clutch is complete.
It’s amazing that the total weight of her eggs is heavier than she is. Great Tit
She broods alone, but the male will come and feed her and once

the eight plus eggs hatch it’s all hands (or beaks) to the plough as they struggle to feed the hungry chicks. They are

a prey species for many predators, so the fact that there are so many in Abbey Fields and elsewhere is a real

success story.

P2 W

Their bigger cousins are the Great Tits. They are the birds which call
“teacher, teacher” and they look like larger Blue Tits with a black cap and a
black stripe down their chests. There are fewer of them in Abbey Fields
though they are still common. | have heard other birders say that if you
hear a bird you don’t recognise singing something strange it is likely to be a
Great Tit. They have up to forty calls, and one theory is that their songs are
so varied because then their rivals think there are more birds in the area
than there actually are.

A much shyer tit is the Coal Tit which you can recognise because it has a
black cap with a white patch at the nape. They are mostly grey brown,
much less colourful than the others, and tinier. You will know them if you
have a seed feeder because they frequently come and fly away with seeds
to cache.

One of my most favourite birds, and one you see in Abbey fields especially
in winter, is the Long Tailed Tit. Outside the breeding season they fly in
flocks, like little darts. They are easily identified, because, as it says in the

Blue Tit Field Guides, they are the only common small pink bird in the UK and their

tail is longer than their body. This time of year you can see them hanging
like acrobats up in the larch and birch trees, calling to one another. They build the most amazing hanging domed
nests, made out of spider silk, moss, lichens and lined with feathers. Like Blue tits, they are heavily predated, and
much scarcer.

The tit family are so often overlooked because they are common, but they are
wonderful and very easy to watch in Abbey Fields, a real sign that spring is on its
way. FOAF Pictures courtesy of John Osborne of the local RSPB group.

Coal Tit

Long Tailed Tit
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Forthcoming events
We have a full program of events this year. All events are generally free.

Litter pick Our litter picks will start again on Saturday 2nd April and continue until October - first Saturday of the
month. Meet outside the swimming pool at 9:30am. Equipment is supplied. End your litter pick with a rewarding
free Forrest coffee.

Bird walk Sunday 24th April 8am. Meet in St Nicholas car park.

Tree walk Saturday 30th April 10am. Meet at the War Memorial.

Meadow walk Saturday 18th June 10am. Meet at the War Memorial.

Bat walk Wednesday 13th July 9:15pm. Meet in St Nicholas car park.

Himalayan Balsam working party TBC: watch out for more details on our website.
Moth evening Friday 12th August 9pm. Meet in St Nicholas car park.

Look out for information about the Naturewatch Week on various social media platforms!

Litter picking: Duke of Edinburgh Award

Thank you to Max Blackwood, 14, for helping to keep Abbey Fields tidy over the winter
months. Working towards his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, Max volunteered to do
weekly litter picks for three months, not only gathering the rubbish but taking it home to
recycle! We were pleased to be able to support Max and wish him success in the other ventures he must
complete to achieve the award.

More images of the Lapidary Wall:

1922 excavations Dr Morris at work (1984)

Contact details

Membership chair@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (Bart)

) o secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (Sue)
If you would like to become a member and join

our regular activities in supporting Abbey Fields membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (Clare)
please access our website via the QR code or events@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (Richard)

contact Clare by email: ) . ) .
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (David)

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk moderator@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (David)

webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (David)

newsletter@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk (Sarah)

Thank you: Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road,
Kenilworth who have generously printed this Newsletter.
Thank you to Forrest in the Fields Cafe for their support.
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