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CHAIRMAN'S PIECE

Over the last few months the weather, as is becoming more usual, has provided a continuous source
of conversation; particularly so as it impacts on our activities in Abbey Fields.

However in spite of its vagaries we have continued to carry on with our ongoing activities; some 800
plug plants for the wild flower meadow and ten thousand crocus bulbs along Abbey Hill, which should
be completed in a year or so. We are becoming old hands at the planting game , both efforts being
achieved in less than two hours, helped by a very good turnout of members with spades and trowels.
To all those who helped, my thanks.

Now comes the anticipation. Will the plugs have survived being drowned... or will they appear lower
down the hill! And will the crocus bulbs appear in glorious yellow swathes despite being planted on
their sides! And can we expect the wild flower meadow to begin to show itself this year. Hopefully so
as nature has time on its side with which to correct our endeavours.

This year will see big changes to Abbey Fields.

As | am sure you know by now, Warwick District Council has selected Abbey Fields for major capital
investment in a new children’s playground. This will provide new play equipment and features suitable
for all ages from toddlers up to teenagers. We feel that the playground will become a further attraction
for families to Abbey Fields and the Committee have agreed to fund the purchase of a play item at a
cost of nearly £4000. The success of this new venture will largely depend on all of us, to take
“ownership” of the playground so that it becomes an established feature within the Fields.

When the decision to provide a new playground was made by Warwick District Council | believe that
they took into account the fact that the people of Kenilworth care and take great pride in the Fields;
together with the visible evidence provided by the Friends activities.

During the last twelve months the Friends have heavily invested both time and money in large

projects which will become evident and, hopefully, appreciated in the next few months; this work will
be continued during 2013 by WDC to further enhance the jewel that is Abbey Fields.

Roll on Spring with some semblance of dry weather so we can all get out and play on the swings...

Chairman

JUBILEE OAK TREE

As many of you will already know the Committee thought it would be a good idea to celebrate The Queen’s
Jubilee by planting an English Oak in Abbey Fields.

In early Autumn and after discussion with our friend Jon Holmes of W.D.C a 3.5 metre high tree was
purchased. Not only was it of a good height, it also came with a root ball nearly one metre square. A site for
the tree was selected and we waited until late November for the planting. What was not envisaged was
persistent rain which saturated the ground, too wet to dig a hole and too wet for the lifting gear to put the tree
into the ground. Eventually in February the ground was stable enough for the work to proceed and finally our
tree went in! To ensure that the omens were right, we invited the Town Mayor, George lllingworth, to officially
‘plant’ the oak which he did with great gusto.

Our Jubilee Oak Tree is some 75 metres from the swimming pool on the south side of the brook, just beyond
the pathway from the pool to Brookside Avenue.

We feel that a small legacy has been made which will grow over the years to full stature, providing a living
reminder of H.M. Queen Elizabeth Il for our children’s children.
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CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA

Warwick District Council are investing £100,000 to provide a new play area in Abbey Fields for all
age groups The existing site will be replaced and extended to include the bowling green. New
equipment, together with some of the original, is to be installed as part of the contract whilst
Warwick District Council will also provide additional landscaping and features and a larger picnic
area is to be incorporated. The contract has been placed and work will commence shortly... it is
hoped that it will be completed after Easter. In addition to the capital investment by WDC a further
£20,000 has been contributed by Kenilworth Round Table and we have also made a smaller
contribution of £4000.

The project has been led by Councillor David Shilton and members of WDC staff with input from the
Round Table, members of the public and ourselves.

All stages of the initial selection of contractor and equipment has been made with great care so that
the finished area not only looks good but also suits its main aim, to give pleasure to children.
Parents have not been forgotten with both seats and paths together with a larger picnic area.

It is to be expected that some disruption will take place but the end result will more than justify any
inconvenience.

ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

“I've got a great idea” came the cry at a Committee meeting earlier in 2012 from Joan. “Groan!”,
came the answer as we all knew that this “great idea” would mean some of us spending a fortune on
spray paint, whilst others having sticky fingers for days afterwards. Just to prolong the agony we
were not let into the secret for a further two meetings. Joan just kept quietly smiling. So it was a
great relief, misjudged on our part, when Joan explained that her idea was to be a two dimensional
wooden tree, that only needed a bit of cutting to give the required shape and the tree was to be six
feet tall, and painted green, and covered in hand-made decorations with robins!! And have its outline
picked up with fairy lights. Groans again.

But in true FOAF spirit we buckled down to doing as we were told. Clive produced an enormous
‘tree’, which had to be reduced in height to fit into the church. Decorations were made, robins
perched and we had an alcoholic preview before installation in St Nic’s. Here our thanks must go to
Keith Rockett, who every year goes beyond the bounds of duty to help, not only making the tree,
being our electrician and odd job man, but also in dragging the finished work into church and setting it
up. As usual we had good hopes of the FOAF entry. But like the true English, the taking part is the
thing, not the winning. Don’t you believe it!

However we all had a great time, even though no chocolate prize came our way. The real winner was
of course, St Nicholas church who raised a huge amount from visitors, so making it all worthwhile. We
now wait in trepidation for the next Festival and what Joan has in mind. Who said ‘shooting stars...’
Groan!

2014 CALENDARS

Much of the success of FOAF has flowed from the bi-annual calendar. Without the money generated
from sales of the calendar, the Friends would not have been able to undertake some of our projects in
Abbey Fields, or at best on a much reduced scale. Much of the success has come from the variety and
very high standard of photographs that we have been fortunate to use. All of which have been donated
free of charge for our use.

We would like to have even more photographs to retain the originality and interest, that has so far been
achieved and would ask that YOUR photographs are sent, preferably electronically, to Pat Smith at our
email address Friendsofabbeyfields@deman.co.uk. Views of Abbey Fields and the areas around the
Fields are required please, of all four seasons if possible.

At the end of April all the entries will be viewed and those selected will go into the 2014 Calendar,
which will be on sale by October. As in 2012, the Calendar will be a restricted run of 500 copies only.
Some members missed out last time by not ordering early. An order form will be available later in the
year for all members.
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CRACKLEY HALL SCHOOL COMPETTTION

AQEN'T THE
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Crackley Hall School are one of our “corporate” members and we were delighted when in November, the
Headmaster Mr Duigan, agreed that children from the school should take part in a colouring competition.
The picture used was drawn originally as a cartoon, by one of our members, Peter James and showed
an area by the lake.

The theme of the cartoon was to highlight the importance of not dropping litter, a theme which had
already been taken up by the school.

The quality and standard of the colouring was of a high standard which made selecting winners most
difficult for the our committee. After deliberation the winners were selected and in December, David
Pettifor together with Joan Rockett, visited the school for their daily morning assembly. Before the prizes
were announced a short talk was given by David on Abbey Fields, its history and wildlife; which in Joan’s
words they “seemed” to find interesting.

The two age group winners were:-

1%'  Eve Farquharson Isabel Mason
2" Lara Canvey Taiya Mehta
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All the winners received book tokens and we
W hope that they all enjoyed both the competition
i\ and choosing their books.

Our thanks to Mr Duigan , the staff and all the
children who took part for their enthusiasm to
know more about Abbey Fields. Also we greatly
appreciate Peter allowing us to use his cartoon.
This small project is certainly something that

M | we hope to repeat at other Kenilworth schools as
a way of introducing children to the wonders of

o Abbey Fields and why it should be respected.

David & Joan
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Litter Picking:

2013 Litter Picking Saturday sessions. It

has been requested, that we continue the
litter picking into November this year. So

if you are able to join us, it would be
much appreciated:

6th April
4th May
1st June
13th July
3rd August
7th September
5th October
2nd November

Please meet at the Swimming Baths by
the Café at 9.30 a.m as usual

*kkkkk

EVENTS FOR 2013

Bird Walk
with Colin Potter, Ornithologist
on Sunday 5th May at 8.00 a.m
meet at St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields.

*k*k

Bat Walk
with Dr Jon Russ, Ecologist
on Wednesday 26th June at 8.00 p.m
meet at St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields
(Jon will be bringing his rescue bats along)

*k*

Moth Evening
with David Brown, County Moth Recorder
on Friday 9th August at 9.00 p.m
meet at St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields
“Wrap up against the cold!”

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 24th July
at Jubilee House, Kenilworth

We are delighted that Angela Newey will be our
guest speaker at the AGM, in July.

Angela will be joined by one or two of her friends

who make up “Blackthorn Blossoms”. The ladies
will reminisce on both Kenilworth personalities and
events around Abbey Fields. Please make a note

in your diary for what will be a trip down memory
lane for some and ‘I didn’t know that’ for the rest.
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