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CHAIRMAN'S PIECE

Since our last Newsletter with the help of several of our members we have carried out the
promised planting of 350 small wild flower plugs to complete the Wild Flower Meadow. We
enjoyed a bright but cool morning and it was lovely to be joined by younger members for the
planting. Two weeks later, on a dull, damp morning, we were again well supported by our
members when we planted hundreds of anenomies under some of the trees alongside Abbey
Hill. Many thanks for your help. As Spring approaches, | hope we will soon be enjoying the
fruits of our labours. !
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The Committee is very sorry to
report that after 10 years of great
service to the cause of Abbey |
Fields, Pat Smith has decided to |
resign from the position of |
Secretary at the next AGM. We
will greatly miss her diligence,
expertise and commitment to the
welfare of the Abbey Fields.

-

We hope that among our members §
there is a person who will be
willing to join our committee and
take over the role of Secretary.
We are a working committee and
share out the various necessary
tasks, so the Secretary’s position
is a little more diverse.

Separately in the newsletter is an
account of the tasks carried out by
our Secretary and | hope the list is
not too daunting for one of our
members to join us in this role.

Keith Rockett, Chair

A picture of Joan Rockett with our Christmas tree for 2014.
A big thank you to Joan for all her hard work.
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2016 CALENDAR

We will be producing a calendar for 2016 and would like to submit photographs to be
considered. If you have any that you have taken in and around the Fields and would be
willing for them to be used in this way, free of charge, we would be very pleased to see
them.

Please either email them to:
secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

Or post them to Pat Smith, 4 Brookside Avenue, Kenilworth, CV8 1ET. Any hard copies will
be scanned in and returned to sender, so please put a note of your name and address in
with them.

We will be making our selections in early June, so please let us have your photo’s by 31st
May 2015 at the latest.

Everyone welcome to join in - please help.

TASKS UNDERTAKEN BY THE SECRETARY

The Committee meet 5-6 times a year from February to October, at about 6 week intervals.
The AGM is in July.

The Secretary is responsible for:

« Setting the Agendas for Committee meetings and the AGM, in consultation with the
Chair.

« Taking and distributing minutes of Committee meetings and the AGM.

» Acting as point of contact for emails, phone and letter communication with members of
the public.

« Liaising with the Press, in particular Kenilworth Weekly News, to advertise/publicise
Friends of Abbey Fields activities.

« Contacting members by email regarding forthcoming events, litter picking, working
parties.

As you can see a degree of computer literacy is needed. If you are interested in applying,
then please contact: secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk we look forward to hearing
from you.

SNOWDROP PLANTING 2015
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Many thanks to all those who turned out for the ‘snow drop planting’ on the 21st February.
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OUR MAN AT WDC

| am writing this in the middle of half term week, some very wet days and some very warm days, which
lift the spirit. | saw my first queen bumble bee on 18th February. We had an enjoyable morning
planting bulbs on the final phase of the Spring plantings. I'm looking forward to the display this year.
Thank you to everyone who helped.

The Fields are looking a bit soggy to say the least, very muddy in places. The water seeping out of the
ground at the bottom of the hill has now been piped to the path, we await drier weather to complete the
works.

We have replaced some wind damaged trees and others that had to be removed for safety reasons.
On that note, the large Red Oak in the car park, sadly had to be removed. A replacement is on it's way
once the stump is ground out. The replacement tree will be a ‘Zelkova Serrate’, it's at our depot waiting
to go in. The County Council ARB Team did an excellent job and a spectacular crane helped the works
come to a speedy and safe conclusion, all done in a day. Some of the oaks timber will be going to a
local school for an active climbing play scheme and we have retained some to go in play areas in the
district. Some of the timber will also go in the fenced play area in Abbey Fields.

We at Warwick District have been replanting historic avenues of trees throughout the District, with St
Nicholas park and Victoria park having trees planted last year. Those of you who attended the Friends
of Abbey Fields AGM, will remember me mentioning the wish to fill the gaps in the avenue, from the
war memorial to Bridge Street. After applying for consent and getting it from English Heritage, the trees
will be planted all being well next week, 10 will be positioned as agreed, leaving the historic gap in the
middle.

Snow drop planting on Saturday 21st February was the final phase of the landscaping in the play area.
These cheery little bulbs are planted in the green, so an immediate effect is seen and they should
spread gently over the years.

Spring ison it's way. = - O,
Jon

PROGRESS ON FITNESS STATION IN ABBEY FIELDS

Since reporting in the last Newsletter, progress has been made in the Fitness Station Project.
We approached over 30 people who use or were using the Fields for fitness running/jogging
and all but one gave their wholehearted support. Using an equipment supplier recommended
by Warwick District Council Officers, we obtained the cost of supplying, delivering and fitting
3 pieces of equipment and an explanatory notice board. The Committee carefully considered
this information and decided to proceed with the project, setting aside £5,000 of our funds
with the intention of seeking additional donations and grants, such as from the Kenilworth
Community Forum. Together it is anticipated all the costs will be covered, including a fee
required by English Heritage, when any groundwork is carried out in Abbey Fields.

The 3 pieces of equipment selected for the Project are known as ‘sit-ups’, ‘press-ups’ and
‘chin-ups’. We have suggested 3 sites, two between the tennis courts and the main drive
and one by the gate near the ford entrance to the Fields.

WDC will be responsible for carrying out this Project , once approval has been sort from
English Heritage. A meeting with a representative has been arranged.

The full proposal with pictures of the stations, is on our website:

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Bird Walk
Sunday 3rd May at 8.00 a.m
Colin Potter, Ornithologist
Meet in St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields

Meadow Walk
Saturday 4th July at 10.00 a.m

Marilyn Lowe and Peter Larkin, Amateur
Naturalists

Meet at the War Memorial, Abbey Fields

Bat Walk
Wednesday 8th July at 9.15 p.m
Dr Jon Russ, Ecologist
Jon will be bringing a rescued bat to the meeting
Meet in St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 22nd July at 7.30 p.m
Speaker-Jan Cooper, Chairman of

Kenilworth History and Archaeology Society and
a Senior Guide at Kenilworth Castle.

Meet at the Senior Citizens Club, Abbey End

Moth Evening
Friday 31st July at 9.00 p.m
David Brown, County Moth Recorder
Meet in St Nicholas car park, Abbey Fields
(Wrap up against the cold)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Litter Picking:

2015 Litter Picking Saturday sessions for
your diaries:
(these maybe subject to change as we go on)

4th April
2nd May
6th June
11th July
1st August
5th September
3rd October
7th November

All the above will be at 9.30 a.m at the
Swimming Baths, Abbey Fields

F.O.A.F Committee

Keith Rockett (Chairman) .................. ..01926 863143

Pat Smith (Secretary) ......cccceeeeeiiien. 01926 852458

Gordon Mitchell (Treasurer) 01926 513018

Joan Rockett

(Membership Recruitment) .................. 01926 863143

Sam Sexton

(Membership Secretary/Website) 01926 899530

David Rickers

(Litter Pick/Events Organiser) ............. 01926 852238

Linda Pettifor

(NeWSIEter) .....ocveveeeeeieieieeeeieeeene 01926 748731
David Pettifor
(Committee Member) .......c.cccceeeueeunense 01926 748731

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

Thanks to our sponsors

St Nicholas Parish Church
Crackley Hall School

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
or
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth
who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




