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CHAIRMAN'’S PIECE

| am delighted with the success of our 2016 Calendar. The photographs were excellent, the
printing quality by Emmersons first rate and led by our super sales man David Rickers, we
had a complete sell-out. The final result was that from sales and sponsors, we raised just

over £3,000 for our funds. Congratulations to all involved.

Another piece of good news is that we have been given a grant of £2,100 by Kenilworth
Forum, towards the cost of the Activity Station Project in the Fields. This grant, together with
the sum already ear-marked by the Committee for the Project, should fully cover all costs
involved. | now hope WDC will move forward with the Project and we will be encouraging

this to happen.

Thank you to all who have joined the Litter Picking sessions over the last year. The quantity
of litter has declined appreciably as the contractors Veolia, are doing a good job, but the
quantity collected is still significant and your Committee believe we should continue with this
activity with the omission of the November collection. We look forward to your continued

support.
With our best wishes to our members for a successful and enjoyable 2016. May we have

many balmy summer days to enjoy the Fields.

Keith Rockett, Chairman

Friends Of Abbey Fields



PROPOSED EVENTS IN THE FIELDS FOR 2016

Laura Smith, Community Ranger for Warwick District Council, who some of you may have seen or
met in the Fields, is looking to run some children’s events which will be ranger led in Abbey Fields

this year:
Thursday 24th March - 11.00 to 12.30 a.m - Planting Viola and/or Primrose plugs to take home,

making a basket to put the plant in, booking required.
Thursday 2nd June - 10.00 to 12.00 a.m - Tree Trail and Craft Activity around Abbey Fields, booking
required

Thursday 27th October - 11.00 to 12.00 - Scarecrow Making, booking required.

To book any of the above, or enquire for information, please contact Laura Smith at WDC or email
secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk and we will ask Laura to contact you.
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Abbey Fields, kenilworth

Plant a primrose or violet for your

garden and make a basket for it.
Free event! Booking essential.

Activity wil take around 20 minutes and
is suitable for L-l0O year olds but
younger children are welcome.

Email laura.smith@warwickdc.gov.uk or phone
0926 456754 to book or for more information.
Children must be accompanied by an adult to ail events.
Please wear appropriate clothing for the weather.

Friends of Abbey Fields



N
OUR MAN AT WDC

The Fields have taken a bashing in the recent gales, but nothing major fell over in the way of trees,
thankfully. An Alder fell in the brook and was removed prior to the Boxing Day Duck Race. The race
itself was well attended. The rain has been torrential to put it mildly and continues to cause extremely
muddy conditions, in all our parks and fields. It’s getting very difficult to get machinery to sites, in order
to carry out Winter works. On occasions it’s been difficult to stand up! | can’t remember it being this
sodden under foot, the saturated ground and very muddy areas take its toll on the fields.

The extremely mild weather has brought out crocuses, daffodils and snow drops, well out of season.
The cold weather forecast is a welcome change and lets hope we get some real cold to kill the bugs off.
The Friends have agreed to add yellow rattle to their meadow again this year and it needs cold to help it
germinate the seeds, which will go in my fridge to chill them prior to sowing, to improve its germina-
tion. It’s been too warm to sow it until now. This little native flower is an annual and needs adding to
the meadow to help maintain the species, it’s also a very good bumble bee attractor.

We at Warwick District have been working behind the scenes with your Committee, to bring the new
Fitness Trail to fruition. Many thanks for their patience, I’ve been a little snowed under recently.

Jon

PAT SMITH EX-CHAIRMAN)

Our dear friend Pat Smith, who sadly retired from the Committee of ESESEs
The Friends last year, has now been made an Honorary Member of |
The Friends of Abbey Fields, for all her time, effort, support and
friendship that she has given freely and willingly over the last
thirteen years.

Many thanks again Pat and we hope that you enjoy your Honorary :
membership and will still be a part of The Friends. We look forward

to seeing you around with your trusty shovel!

Best wishes from The Committee.

Friends of Abbey Fields



EVENTS FOR 2016

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Bird Walk

Sunday 1st May 2016 with Colin Potter,
Ornithologist

Meet in St Nicholas car park at 8.00 a.m

Meadow Walk
Saturday 28th May 2016 with
Marilyn Lowe and Peter Larkin, Amateur Naturalists
Meet at War Memorial at 10.00 a.m

Lions Show
Saturday 11th June 2016

Come and join in the fun and be part of the human
Fruit Machine in Abbey Fields

Bat Walk
Wednesday 6th July 2016 with Dr Jon Russ,

Ecologist (Jon will be bringing a rescued bat to the
meeting)

Meet in St Nicholas car park at 9.15 p.m

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 27th July 2016
Meet at the Senior Citizens Club, Abbey End
at7.30 p.m
Light refreshments will be available)

Moth Evening

Friday 12th August 2016 with David Brown, County
Moth Recorder

Meet at St Nicholas car park at 9.00 p.m
(Please wrap up against the cold)

LITTER PICKING DATES

Come and join in the 2016 Saturday Litter Pick-
ing sessions in Abbey Fields:

2nd April
7th May
4th June
2nd July
6th August
3rd September
1st October

The above dates may vary slightly as we go on,
due to events taking place in Abbey Fields

(e.g: Lions Show)

Thanks to our Corporate Members:

St Nicholas Parish Church
Crackley Hall School

F.O.A.F Committee

Keith Rockett (Chairman) .................... 01926 863143
David Pettifor

(Vice Chair) ..occceeveeeieieeeeeeeeee 01926 748731
Celia Rickers

(Secretary).....ccceveeereeerieereeneee e 01926 852238
Gordon Mitchell

(Treasurer) ....c.cceveeecvveeeieereee e 01926 513018
Sam Sexton

(Membership Secretary/Website) ........ 01926 855930
David Rickers

(Litter Pick/Events Organiser) ............. 01926 852238
Joan Rockett

(Membership Recruitment) .................. 01926 863143
Linda Pettifor

(Newsletter) ......ocvvvevveeeieeeeeeereeeieeenn, 01926 748731

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
or
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth
who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




