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FRIENDS OF ABBEY FIELDS
Chairman’s	Piece:	March	2021


Dear	Members


Was	it	a	year	ago	that	I	first	referred	to	Covid-19	and	the	impact	it	was	having	on	us	all	individually	and	
the	importance	of	Abbey	Fields	as	a	location	for	respite?	And	so	it	remains.	I	don’t	think	Abbey	Fields	
has	ever	been	so	critical	to	Kenilworth’s	welfare	and	so	heavily	visited.	The	muddy	and	widening	paths	
are	clear	evidence	of	its	role	in	the	last	year.	As	are	the	clearly	marked	toboggan	runs	down	its	inviting	
slopes!


Just	like	last	year	the	longed-for	harbingers	of	spring	are	
emerging.	The	reliable	snowdrops	have	appeared	
proliferating	in	St	Nicholas	Churchyard.	The	crocuses	lining	
the	perimeter	along	Abbey	Hill	offer	a	sign	of	optimism	that	
maybe	the	worst	is	over.	Most	importantly	the	vaccine	
programme	has	been	rolled	out	across	the	country	and	here	
in	Kenilworth	the	NHS	and	its	army	of	volunteers	are	doing	
some	wonderful	things.	


The	FOAF	Committee	will	recommence	its	series	of	Litter	
Picks	and	Events	starting	in	May.	Please	see	forthcoming	
events	on	the	back	page.	We	have	to	be	guided	by	

Government	and	WDC	advice	and	guidelines,	but	we	look	forward	to	seeing	you	all	once	again!


Nevertheless,	despite	lockdown	the	Committee	has	been	busy.	A	major	initiative	we	have	agreed	is	to	
attempt	to	map	all	the	inhabitant	species	of	Abbey	Fields	and	present	the	results	in	an	accessible	and	
informative	way	for	the	benefit	of	our	members,	local	schools	and	visitors	to	Abbey	Fields.	This	is	a	
long-term	project,	but	we	are	starting	with	a	pilot	mapping	the	pollinators	and	you	can	read	more	
about	this	in	Richard’s	article.


FOAF	was	invited	as	an	interested	stakeholder	to	participate	and	contribute	towards	the	Wayfaring	/	
Directional	Signage	review	organised	by	Kenilworth	Town	Council.	This	involved	us	in	offering	our	views	
on	the	current	signage	primarily	in	and	around	Abbey	Fields.	There	is	no	doubt	many	of	the	signs	need	
better	maintenance	and	updating,	but	our	response	was	to	advocate	the	continuation	of	discrete,	
sympathetically	compatible	signs	with	a	consistent	approach.	The	project	is	still	ongoing.	


We	have	also	been	asked	to	contribute	to	the	development	of	a	formal	nature	trail	across	Abbey	Fields	
in	an	attempt	to	improve	tourism	in	Kenilworth.	Again,	the	project	is	still	in	the	early	stages,	but	your	
responses	helped	us	identify	the	key	points	of	interest	which	include:	The	Wildflower	meadow;	The	
Acid	Grass	Meadow;	the	bog	meadow	containing	the	Fritillaries;	the	specimen	trees;	the	fish	in	the	lake	
and	trout	in	the	stream;	the	bats;	the	birds	(particularly	those	on	the	lake);	hedge	laying;	the	work	done	
by	volunteers	and	FOAF!


You	may	have	noticed	Warwick	District	Council	(WDC)	has	been	busy	hedge	laying	a	
small	part	of	the	hedge	from	the	War	Memorial	down	towards	the	swimming	pool	and	
most	importantly	laying	a	new	path	at	the	entrance	by	the	ford.	David’s	article	has	
more	information.


Finally,	a	huge	thank	you	to	everyone	involved	in	either	selling	or	buying	our	calendar.	
Despite	the	lockdown	we	managed	to	make	a	profit	of	at	least	£1800.	This	was	a	
tremendous	effort	and	a	special	thanks	to	David	Emsley	who	masterminded	the	event	
this	year!	
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Mapping	Abbey	Fields:	Insect	survey	Richard	Gillard


FOAF	are	committed	to	building	up	detailed	information	
about	the	flora	and	fauna	of	Abbey	Fields	so	our	
knowledge	can	be	used	both	for	educational	purposes	and	
to	help	protect	the	Fields.	Last	year	we	started	the	
butterfly	monitoring.	This	year	we	have	engaged	the	
services	of	a	local	and	highly	respected	entomologist,	
Steven	Falk	(below)	,	to	carry	out	a	survey	of	the	insects	in	
Abbey	Fields.	Steven	has	published	several	books	and	is	
the	UK’s	leading	pollinator	surveyor.


Throughout	the	year,	over	several	days,	
Steven	will	be	in	the	fields	recording	and	
taking	samples,	spending	further	days	
identifying	species	under	a	microscope	and	
writing	reports.	Bees,	wasps,	butterflies,	
moths,	dragonflies,	grasshoppers,	beetles	and	bugs	will	all	
be	analysed.


This	is	a	major	initiative,	and	we	are	grateful	for	funding	by	
WDC	and	Kenilworth	Town	Council.	Members	will	
recognise	the	importance	of	various	pollinators	and	other	
insects	in	our	ecosystem,	and	this	is	an	exciting	
opportunity	for	us	to	understand	in	more	detail	the	state	
of	affairs	in	Abbey	Fields.	Watch	out	for	interim	progress.	

Hedge	laying	and	refurbishment	David	Emsley


On	7	December,	hedge	laying	work	was	started	on	the	
hedge	to	the	right	of	the	path	from	the	War	Memorial	
down	to	the	pool	(photos	on	page	4).	The	work	was	
carried	out	by	Paul	Sinton’s	team	(www.paulsinton.com	)	
on	behalf	of	WDC.	About	5	years	ago	Friends	of	Abbey	
Fields	helped	plant	several	sections	of	hedges	in	Abbey	
Fields	including	the	gaps	in	this	hedge.	Part	of	the	
ongoing	management	of	Abbey	Fields	is	to	keep	the	
hedges	in	good	order	which	is	good	for	wildlife	as	well	as	
for	the	hedges.	The	first	part	of	the	hedge,	from	the	War	
Memorial	towards	the	leisure	centre,	has	been	
completed	recently.	This	section	was	laid	this	year	and	
WDC	will	allow	it	to	grow	out	and	then	do	a	further	
section	in	a	year	or	two	and	so	on	until	the	hedge	has	
been	laid	all	the	way	to	Finham	Brook.


The	aim	is	to	have	a	dense	healthy	hedge	with	standard	
trees	interspersed	which	is	good	for	wildlife	and	for	
people	to	enjoy.	The	area	of	ground	immediately	next	to	
the	hedge	on	its	east	side	(i.e.	facing	towards	the	Priory	
Theatre)	will	continue	to	be	allowed	to	grow	wild	-	with	
brambles	and	nettles	etc.	-	so	that	the	hedge	and	
brambles	will	ensure	a	safe	wildlife-friendly	
environment.	These	laid	hedges	form	an	important	
wildlife	haven	as	they	provide	an	excellent	passageway	
for	bats,	birds	and	small	mammals	to	move	safely	from	
place	to	place	out	of	the	sight	of	predators.	Over	time	
the	hedge	will	be	allowed	to	grow	out	and	will	be	laid	
again	some	years	in	the	future.	


Butterflies	in	Abbey	Fields	Jenny	Green								

In	the	September	edition	I	described	some	of	the	
species	we	had	seen	during	butterfly	monitoring	
which	aims	to	give	a	quick	indication	of	how	
biodiversity-rich	an	environment	is	for	
butterflies.	As	these	surveys	
are	the	first	to	be	carried	
out	by	the	FOAF	we	are	
unable	to	make	comparisons	
with	previous	years.	It	
does	appear	however	that	
our	observations	reflect	the	
2020	trends	seen	in	The	Big	
Butterfly	Count	which	has	
provided	data	nationally	for	
the	last	11	years	and	is	a	
wonderful	example	of	citizen	science.	For	example	
large	and	small	whites	did	well,	benefitting	from	
the	early,	warm	spring.	Meadow	browns,	ringlets	
and	skippers	emerged	in	June	and	we	enjoyed	
occasional	sightings	of	marbled	whites,	
gatekeepers	and	red	admirals	(above)	during	the	
season.	We	had	only	one	sighting	each	of	a	
comma	(below)	and	a	small	copper,	both	very	
attractive	butterflies.	


Judging	from	comments	made	to	us	
during	surveying,	there	seemed	to	be	a	general	
impression	that	it	was	an	excellent	year	for	
butterflies	when	in	fact	the	Big	Butterfly	Count	
showed	that	it	was	not	exceptional.	Perhaps	it	was	
the	circumstances	in	which	we	were	all	living	
which	enabled	us	to	have	increased	awareness	
and	appreciation	of	the	wildlife	around	us.	


It	is	acknowledged	that	
gardens	play	a	vital	role	in	
providing	nectar,	food	
plants	and	shelter	for	
butterflies.	It	is	good	to	give	
thought	to	this	when	
making	plans	for	your	
garden	in	2021.	The	benefit	
to	butterflies	and	other	
pollinators	is	often	signalled	
when	purchasing	plants	
and	seeds.	However	you	may	not	wish	to	go	as	far	
as	growing	cabbages	just	for	butterflies	as	we	do!	
Hopefully	2021	will	offer	a	sunny	and	butterfly-
filled	summer	which	will	be	a	welcome	delight.	
We	plan	to	continue	monitoring	this	year.	For	
further	details	and	preliminary	results	from	the	
butterfly	survey,	see:

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/butterflies-in-
abbey-fields	


http://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/butterflies-in-abbey-fields
http://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/butterflies-in-abbey-fields
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More	birds:	the	tree	huggers	Valerie	Whiteman


Winter	brings	the	Redwings	and	Fieldfares	to	the	Abbey	Fields,	but	also	it	is	a	good	time,	as	we	approach	spring,	
to	see	and	hear	year-round	residents.	There	are	several	bird	species	which	use	powerful	claws	to	hang	on	to	
tree	trunks,	and	it’s	easier	to	see	them	in	early	spring,	when	there	are	no	leaves	on	the	trees.	


In	early	February,	the	Nuthatch	begins	to	make	calls,	like	someone	doing	a	
poor	imitation	of	a	bird,	“twit,	twit,	twit”.	If	you	see	them	on	bird	tables,	
you	know	that	as	soon	as	one	arrives,	all	other	birds	leave.	They	are	most	
definitely	dominant,	not	to	say	bullies.	They	are	most	attractive	with	an	
orange	breast	and	a	black	bandit	stripe	through	the	eye.	They	spend	most	
time	moving	up	and	down	the	trunks	of	trees;	sometimes	you	see	them	in	
what	the	bird	books	describe	as	an	‘acrobatic	pose’,	bending	out	from	the	
trunk	with	their	beaks	slightly	up.	Occasionally	you	hear	them	pounding	the	
nuts	they	have	wedged	in	cracks	in	tree	trunks	or	branches:	a	sound	like	a	
mini	woodpecker.	If	you	look	at	nest	boxes	around	Abbey	Fields,	
occasionally	you	see	ones	that	have	the	holes	partially	blocked	with	mud.	
The	occupants	are	the	Nuthatches,	who	like	a	small	and	safe	entry	hole.	Although	they	can	be	bullies,	they	are	
such	lovely	birds	to	watch	as	they	move	up	and	down	the	trunks,	apparently	defying	gravity.


	My	favourite	bird	in	the	Abbey	Fields	by	far	is	the	Treecreeper.	They	appear	unexpectedly,	
like	small	mice	scuttling	up	and	down	the	trunks	of	the	trees.	They	have	the	most	beautiful	
mottled	cream,	black	and	brown	back	with	a	white	front.	They	tend	to	fly	to	the	base	of	a	
tree,	move	quietly	and	quickly	upwards	before	flying	to	another	tree	and	repeating	the	
process.	They	eat	insects	with	their	fine	curving	bill.	Their	call,	unlike	that	of	the	Nuthatch,	
is	very	quiet	and	unobtrusive.	You	may	have	seen	their	nest	on	Springwatch:	it	is	built	
behind	loose	bark	and	looks	precarious.	The	young	huddle	together	in	a	mottled	diamond	
shape	on	the	tree.	They	are	wonderfully	camouflaged,	but	you	may	spot	them	foraging	up	
the	trunks	of	trees	quite	close	to	the	paths.	They	used	to	nest	in	the	tree	by	the	swimming	
pool,	just	over	the	bridge,	but	Jackdaws	now	nest	there,	and	the	Treecreepers	have	gone.


Of	the	three	woodpecker	species,	we	have	two	in	Abbey	Fields	and	surroundings,	as	far	as	I	know.	I’d	be	
interested	to	know	whether	anyone	has	seen	the	Lesser	Spotted	Woodpecker.	It	is	relatively	tiny	and	is	found	
higher	up	in	trees	than	the	Greater	Spotted.	There	are	some	at	Coombe	Abbey,	so	there	may	be	some	with	us	
too.	Males	have	the	distinctive	red	crown,	like	the	Greater	Spotted.	


You	can	hear	the	Greater	Spotted	Woodpecker	drumming	in	the	Fields	in	the	spring,	and	
can	often	see	it	near	one	of	the	trees	by	the	stream.	There	are	two	or	three	-	on	the	
Fields	or	around	them	-	drumming	from	high	up	in	a	tree.	Although	woodpeckers	drum	to	
extract	grubs	from	the	trees,	in	spring	they	are	also	drumming	to	establish	a	territory	and	
attract	a	mate.	Both	males	and	females	drum;	one	in	Abbey	Fields	last	year	used	to	drum	
on	dead	wood	which	had	a	distinct	and	echoey	sound.	


Woodpeckers’	skulls	prevent	them	from	concussing	themselves.	They	also	have	a	
specially	adapted	hyoid	bone	in	their	tongue	which	wraps	around	their	skull	and	anchors	
about	their	right	nostril,	acting	like	a	safety	belt.	The	skull	bone	itself	is	specially	adapted,	
and	they	close	their	eyes	on	impact	with	the	tree	so	their	eyeballs	don’t	pop	out.	Isn’t	nature	wonderful?


The	Green	Woodpecker	is	relatively	common	but	not	often	seen	in	the	Fields.	It	usually	feeds	on	the	ground,	
on	ants’	nests.	You	can	hear	its	call	from	the	countryside	around	the	Abbey	Fields,	though	it	rarely	drums.	It’s	
the	bird	that	‘laughs	at	you’	as	you	go	through	woods,	and	around	here	it’s	also	called	the	Yaffle.	It’s	large,	has	
a	green	back	and	the	male	has	a	red	crown	like	the	spotted	woodpeckers.	Spring	is	a	good	time	to	hear	and	see	
these	tree	hugging	birds	before	they	get	into	the	business	of	nest	building	in	holes	in	trees,	and,	in	the	case	of	
woodpeckers,	stop	drumming.


Thanks	to	John	Osborne	for	the	wonderful	pictures-	taken	locally	but	not	
in	Abbey	Fields.	If	you	are	interested	in	birds,	contact	the	local	RSPB	
group,	of	which	John	is	a	member.	
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Contact	Details	


chair@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	Bart	to	raise	any	concerns	about	FOAF,	its	
activities,	or	other	issues	that	might	have	an	impact	
on	Abbey	Fields.


secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	Sue	to	raise	issues	with	the	committee	or	
request	information	to	be	distributed	to	the	
membership.


membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	Bart	to	become	a	member	of	FOAF	or	to	
raise	questions	about	current	membership.


events@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	Richard	with	queries	about	our	future	
events	or	activities.


info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	David	with	any	general	questions	about	
FOAF.


moderator@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	David,	the	Gallery	Moderator,	about	gaining	
access	and	posting	photos	to	the	FOAF	Flickr	pages.


webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Contact	David	with	any	questions	about	the	website,	
and	any	errors	spotted!


newsletter@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Our	Newsletter	Editor	would	love	to	hear	from	you	if	
you	have	items	of	news	that	could	be	of	interest	to	
the	members	of	Friends	of	Abbey	Fields	or	viewers	
of	the	website.	


Thank	you:	We	are	always	grateful	to	Emmerson	
Press	of	Farmer	Ward	Road,	Kenilworth	who	have	
generously	printed	this	edition	of	the	Newsletter. 
Thank	you	to	our	Corporate	Members	for	their	
ongoing	support:	Crackley	Hall	School


Membership	


If	you	would	like	to	become	a	
member	and	join	in	our	regular	
activities	in	supporting	Abbey	Fields	
then	please	access	our	web-site	via	
the	QR	code	or	call	Bart	on	01926	
852450.	
www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk	


Before	and		after	
hedge	laying:

Forthcoming	Events*


We	are	looking	forward	to	our	activities	starting	again.


Litter	Pick	Saturday	1st	May	9:30am	–	meet	by	the	
swimming	pool.	Subsequent	litter	picks	are	on	the	first	
Saturday	of	each	month,	finishing	in	October.


Tree	Walk	Saturday	22nd	May	10am	–	meet	at	the	War	
Memorial.	(Note	-	this	is	a	week	later	than	advertised	
in	the	FOAF	calendar.)


Bat	Walk	Wednesday	7th	July	9:15pm	–	meet	in	the	car	
park.


We	are	hoping	to	add	further	events	later	–	our	notice	
board	in	Abbey	Fields	will	display	details,	or	check	on	
our	website.	(*All	subject	to	Covid	rules	and	guidance.)



