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CHAIRMAN'S PIECE

Assuredly Kenilworth is richly endowed with the existence of the Abbey Fields and the Castle, it's grounds and
the former Mere. Before my arrival here as a resident, | was unaware of these and it was by chance rather than
planning, that | have come to enjoy and appreciate them. Joining the Friends of Abbey Fields was an obvious
choice and | am delighted to be Chair of this important watchdog group.

Over the years the Friends have invested heavily in time and finance, to help Warwick District Council to
improve the Fields. In each of the last two years, we have donated £3,700 towards improving the Fields
through planting and equipment for the new play area. It is gratifying to see the new facilities so well used by
youngsters. We are also very pleased with the wet area next to the play area which we also funded and plant-
ed.

As introduced in the last Newsletter, this year we hope to progress towards the provision of 2 or 3 fithess
stations along the routes used by those who use the Fields, to improve and maintain their fitness. Members at
the AGM were very supportive of this proposal. The relevant officers of Warwick District Council have also giv-
en their wholehearted support and we have had a meeting with them at the Fields to consider possible instal-
lation sites and types of equipment. We will now be approaching actual users of the Fields to learn of their
preferences.

Many thanks to a goodly number of members who came to the AGM in July. The Committee appreciated your
support and we all enjoyed Jan Cooper’s talk on the intriguing medieval interplay between Castle and Church.

Chairman

CHRISTMAS TREE COMPETTTION

Once again the Committee have taken it upon themselves
to enter the St Nicholas Parish Church Christmas Tree |

competition. This year it will be held in the Parish Church
from Friday 5th to Sunday 7th December.

As ever the enthusiasm of Joan convinced the rest of the
Committee, that it was a good idea. Particularly as this
year they would not have to use sticky paste and glitter!
Naturally the theme for the tree is a closely guarded secret,
known only to Joan, which makes it a little difficult for those
‘helping’

It is hoped that there will be 30 trees on display and all visi-
tors are invited to select their own best tree. Entrance to
the church is £1.00 per person and the proceeds will be to
the Helen Ley Centre.

We hope that all the Friends will come along and hopefully,
vote for the “right” winning tree!!
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Remember last years...

Friends Of Abbey Fields



L e A T S T R R R |
THE GATEHOUSE

The recent dig on the west side of the gatehouse in Abbey Fields, was in order to see if there was
any archaeology, in the way of a future electricity cable going into the gatehouse. The supply
is part of the Harry Sunley Memorial Project, to make the Gatehouse open to the public and display

the Abbey stones inside.

We were given 5 days for the excavation lead by Bryn Gethin, Archaeologist from Warwickshire
District Council.

The excavation was done by Leamington Trinity students and members of Kenilworth Historical and
Archaeological Society.

The first day was taken up with marking out the site and removing greenery. The last day filling in
and making it look tidy.

The excavation went down about 1.5m, to reveal some pristine 14th century stonework, with mason
marks, two footings for buttress that were robbed out, you can see the scars on the wall where they

stood.

Finds of note included, a small medieval edge floor tile with a crown and castle pattern, two whole
bottles, one glass ‘Guy’s tonic’ a square sided light green bottle with tablespoon measures on the
back and the other belonged to the ‘Leamington Spar Aerated Water Co’, both 20th century.

It is hoped after the report has been done, that these items will be on display in the Barn Museum.

The photos show the beautiful chamfered stonework and a glimpse into how high status the Gatehouse was

Friends of Abbey Fields
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OUR MAN AT WDC

The Fields have been experiencing an ‘Indian Summer’, warm and pleasant days, which have
seen the fields being used and enjoyed by the locals and visitors alike. The Autumn colours
are just showing and I'm certain the dry weather is helping to colour the trees, providing a
stunning display. The recent Kenilworth festival made good use of the fields and the dry
ground conditions certainly helped the event.

Meadow cutting was carried out in mid to late July and a small section on the slope from For-
rest Road was left, to allow the ‘hare bells’ to complete flowering and set seed. The small
amount of cut material with the seed heads in, was then spread on the rest of the meadow, to
help this beautiful flower spread further, we hope.

Tree works you will have seen being carried out throughout the fields, is essential safety
works, almost all of the works are now completed. Two trees to go, pending ecological
survey. Our thanks to the Bat group for helping move bat boxes, while some tree works were
completed. You will note that some of the cut timber has been left as habitat piles.

The tree works and removals, have meant we have some space for replacement tree
planting. If you wish to donate a tree, please contact me. We are also considering planting
the gaps in the avenue of limes, from the war memorial to the pelican crossing in Bridge
Street, subject to English Heritages approval and consent.

The play area continues to go from strength to strength, the cornfield annuals on the
perimeter of the meadow and the establishing rain garden, providing some stunning colour
and a welcome source of food and shelter for the insects of the fields.

The roof the Abbey Gate is now complete, I'm told. With a green roof. Sorry about the bags
of soil and sand left for ages, we eventually had to move them ourselves, the bill for this will
be passed on!!

The help and commitment provided by the Friends of Abbey Fields is greatly appreciated
and we look forward to completing mutually agreed projects over the autumn and winter.

Jon

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR

The final planting phase for the Wild Flower Meadow will be on Saturday 1st November.

Only 350 plants this year, for us to spread throughout the meadow.

Two weeks later, we have the popular “pop a bulb in the ground” morning, with several
thousand bulbs to be planted. All completed however, in a very short time by many helping
hands.

Our handiwork is greatly appreciated in the Spring with a magnificent floral display.

Both events start at 9.30 a.m at the War Memorial. All equipment is provided and we are
supervised by Jon Holmes and his team from Warwickshire District Council. If you are un-
able to manage the digging, someone can do that for you, instead just drop the plants in
the hole.

We hope you can find a little time to come and help, no matter how much or little, all
hands are most welcome. And it makes for a very pleasant morning out in the fresh air.
Thank you.

Friends of Abbey Fields



Litter Picking:

2014 Litter Picking Saturday sessions for
your diaries:

1st November
(this date has now been cancelleqd)

Many thanks to all of you, who have come
out in all weathers this year, to help with the
litter picks. Every bit of litter collected does
help to keep Abbey Fields special.

Thanks again and we look forward to seeing
you in 2015.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday 1st November 2014
350 Plants - Wildflower Meadow
‘Final Phase’

9.30 a.m meet at the War Memorial

Saturday 15th November 2014

Bulb Planting
9.30 a.m meet at the War Memorial

5th -7th December 2014
Friends of Abbey Fields Christmas Tree
will be on display in St Nicholas Church
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FOR 2015

Snow Drop Planting - February/March
Date to be confirmed

F.O.A.F Committee

Chairman/Secretary:

[ 1R 1111 ([ 01926 852458
Events & Litter picking:

David RiCKErS ......ccovvuveeiriirnreeeeeeinnns 01926 852238
Treasurer :

Gordon Mitchell .........coeeeeveinnnnnnnnns 01926 513018

Membership & Recruitment:
Joan Racket! ....nmmammmonmmmasn 01926863143

Website Coordinator & Membership Secretary

Sam Sexton......ccceeeeeviiiereeeriiiineeens 01926 899530
Newsletter Editor:

[T To Fo I 1 14 1] R —————— 01926 748731
Committee Members:

David Pettifor .........cccovvveerrccsnnneenennens 01926 748731
Keith Rockett

NEW Web Address:

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

NEW Email Addresses:

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Or
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth

who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




