October 2017

CHAIRMAN'’S PIECE

Hello to all our FOAF members and welcome to the ‘season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness’ and the latest edition of our Newsletter. Whatever happened to Summer
you might ask? Let’s not go there...

The 2017 Summer was a busy time for the Committee. We produced our 2018
calendar, organised seven monthly litter picks and arranged four local events
(meadow, bat, bird and moth walks), all of which were well attended. In addition we
also had a stand at the Lions Show in June. We said goodbye to our Chair, Keith
Rockett who assumed the role for two years, as well as three long-serving committee
members: David Rickers, Joan Rockett and Gordon Mitchell. David, Joan and
Gordon have all made a huge contribution towards ensuring the principal aims of
FOAF are maintained, as well as being instrumental in keeping the committee alive.
In appreciation and recognition of their contribution they have all been made Life
Members. | am sure you will join with me in wishing them all a well-earned rest
whereby they can actually enjoy Abbey Fields.

Finding new committee members was not easy and interestingly none of our new
post-holders were existing members of FOAF. However, | am thrilled to say we have
found some really talented, motivated and committed people. | can assure you that
the team is passionate about its role and extremely protective of Abbey Fields. It will
take time for us all to grow into our roles, but the team is brimming with new ideas
and suggestions as to the impact we can make.

To help us prioritise what we do, we have established some very broad objectives
which we would like to share with you:

1. To continue the quality of stewardship and best practices that have been the
hallmark of previous committees.

2. We want to communicate and work more closely with our membership to obtain
views and opinions as well as obtain increased support throughout the year on
initiatives and events organised by the committee. Let's share the workload
amongst us all.

3. Continue and enhance if possible our working relationship with Warwick District
Council.

4. And finally, we want to secure the future of FOAF by increasing the membership
and attracting involvement from both families and young people.

In respect of the second objective we are now (yes now!) already on Twitter and have
a Facebook page thanks to Adam our new Publicity Officer. So if you want to keep up
with the latest news on Abbey Fields or even contribute features and want to share
them with other like-minded people then please do not hesitate! We will still be
continuing with our regular newsletters and Weekly News items if you prefer to keep
up to date that way. We have also developed what Marketeers would refer to as a
‘strap line’ to support our logo and to clarify what it is we do:

Educate, Celebrate and Protect.

With best wishes,
OJARS BARTMANIS CHAIR, FRIENDS OF ABBEY FIELDS
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A VERY SPECIAL LITTER
PICK

At our June litter pick we were
joined by children and adults
from the 5th Kenilworth St
John’s Beavers; the children
had a fantastic time and
helped to collect over 10 bags
of rubbish from around the
Fields. Well done everyone!

We look forward to welcoming
the Beavers back next year.

If you are part of an
organisation that would like to
get involved and join us on a
litter pick next year, please get
in touch with the Committee
(contact details on the back

page).

FORTHCOMING EVENT:

Kenilworth History &
Archaeology Society is holding
a fundraising event at 7.30pm
on Saturday 28th October
at Kenilworth Methodist
Church. lan George will be
giving a talk entitled ‘First
settlers: early times in the
American South-West'. The
event is in support of The
Harry Sunley Memorial
Project which aims to open the
Gatehouse chambers to the
public and their contents
displayed.

...IN THE NEWS....

Over the summer there have been a number of news items affecting the Fields; here
is a round-up of what'’s been going on:

Grand Lions Show

"BEY FIELL

The Lions show in June was a
great success, with stalls
galore and a fantastic number §
of visitors. We had a stall |
where we handed out
information and membership B
forms and ran our ever- ‘
popular Human Fruit
Machine, raising over £140. S

Mayor Kate Dickinson and the FOAF Human fruit machine
Possible changes to the northern diagonal footpath

Warwick DC have commissioned a feasibility consultation in to whether
improvements to the path on the northern side of the Fields should be made,
making it more accessible to those with restricted mobility or with prams /
pushchairs. This could involve widening the path, and potentially altering its route
to reduce the gradient. We are pleased to tell you that Friends of Abbey Fields are
consultees, and have already given feedback to the Council. Following comments
from some of our members, we responded with our concerns on the potential visual
impact of a redesigned footpath which could include a new zig-zag structure. Watch
this space for further news!

Travellers

At the end of September a group of caravans set up in the Fields by the tennis
courts. Fortunately no harm was done to the Fields themselves and they moved on
when the Horse Fair started. The damaged barrier at the end of the drive has now
been replaced.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
26TH JULY 2017

Our AGM was held at the Senior Citizens Club, and was a well-attended event with
some Fields news updates and lively discussion (see the website for full Minutes).
There were changes to the Committee, with Joan Rockett, David Rickers and
Gordon Mitchell all standing down after over 30 years’ combined service. We would
like to thank them for all their support and hard work, and wish them all the best for
the future. We look forward to welcoming them to future events as guests rather
than organisers!

We are delighted that there were members who wanted to be more involved in the
running of the Friends, and our new Committee for 2017/18 was voted in:

Chair: Ojars Bartmanis Membership Secretary: Sam Sexton

Vice-chair: David Pettifor Marketing: Adam Beresford-Brown

Secretary: Rose Ruddick Events: Joy Margerum

Treasurer: Rachael Horgan Newsletter: Cat Woods

Webmaster: David Emsley



CALENDAR 2018

All Members should now have received their complimentary copy of the Friends
of Abbey Fields calendar, and we hope that you love them as much as we do! This
year we did things a little differently and ran a public competition to select the 14
images to be used. In June we held an event at The Almanack to select the two
images which would be used on the calendar front and back covers. The
successful entries were chosen by mayor Kate Dickson, who selected pictures
submitted by Fabio Rodrigues and Gill Allcock.

Fabio receiving his prize from calendar organiser Bart (and
Mabel!)

If you would like to purchase extra
copies of the calendar for friendsand |
relatives please visit one of our retail E
outlets across Kenilworth, including:

e Mike Vaughan Bikes

e Abbey Fields swimming pool

o Kenilworth Cantonese Takeaway
e Time for Tea

e VapeSales

e Angels Boutique

e Classic Hair & Beauty

For full details of other outlets across the town please see the website:
http://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/2018-calendar/

We are very grateful to all our retailers for stocking and selling the calendars:
THANK YOU!

HIMALAYAN BALSAM

Some of you may have observed the
lush greenery with pink flowers that is
flourishing on the southern side of
Finham Brook close to Bridge Street.
Whilst creating a late-summer splash of
colour, this plant is unfortunately an
invasive species called Himalayan
Balsam. Balsam can grow up to 2.5m in
a single season, with seeds spreading
large distances (4m) from pods which
open explosively. The plantis a
problem because it grows rapidly and
forms dense thickets which alter the
ecological balance and character of the
area in which it grows, strangling native
species.

Himalayan Balsam

Jon Holmes, Warwickshire County
Council’s Green Space Development
Officer, has met the Committee since
the AGM and confirmed that a plan to
deal with the Balsam will be a priority
next year. We will be looking for
volunteers to help cut down the
Balsam next spring before it starts
growing, so please watch out for
emails / check the website to find
out more.

NETTLES ARE GOOD!

As the wildflower meadow becomes
more established, you might be
wondering why banks of stinging
nettles are being allowed to flourish...
This is because nettles are great for
biodiversity as they provide a safe home
for a wide range of insects and other
bugs. They are also the primary food
source for many caterpillars, helping
support fragile butterfly populations
such as the Peacock butterfly.

For more information check out this
website:

http://www.nettles.org.uk/




CONTACT DETAILS Thank you to our Corporate Members

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk for their ongoing support:

or St Nicholas Parish Church

membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk Crackley Hall School

Do you know someone who would like to become a Friend of Abbey Fields? Please pass
them the form below, or visit the Membership area of our website (www.friendsofabbeyfields.org,uk)

Application for Membership of Friends of Abbey Fields

Postcode: .....oovviiiiiiiiii,

P ONE MU D O L oo e e e e e e

I / We wish to join Friends of Abbey Fields

SIGNEA: o

Membership fees are £7.50 per adult. Children under 18 years of age may join FREE of charge
provided that at least one parent becomes a member. Please give children’s details, including ages.

Children: YES/ NO
AQES: .

| understand that the membership secretary may hold my details on a computer, but that these will only be used in connection
with my membership of the Friends of Abbey Fields.

Please return this form with a cheque made out to 'Friends of Abbey Fields’ to Membership Secretary,
42 De Montfort Road, Kenilworth, CV8 1DE.

Please tick if you require a receipt [ ]

Please tick if you are a UK taxpayer and would like to register for Gift Aid [ ]

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road,
Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




