October 2019

CHAIRMAN'’S PIECE

Ojars Bartmanis

Hello and thank you for all for your patience! Many apologies as it’s been a
long time since we published a newsletter. The FOAF Committee has been
extra ordinarily busy this year and we have had to prioritise what we do!
Thank you for your continued support.

I make no apologies for the content of my reflection this time! The
Committee has been involved in a number of very positive initiatives but is
constantly being stretched due to departing committee members and
potential threats to Abbey Fields, details of which have already been emailed
and summarised on page 2. We are blessed to have a very talented and hard
working committee who very generously volunteer their time and I would
like to thank them for all their hard work this year.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE THAT MAY BE ABLE TO HELP US?
Vacancy - Membership Secretary

Sam, is retiring at Christmas from his post as Membership Secretary. We
would like to thank Sam for all of his work over the years. He will be missed!

O If you would like to become involved in the membership drive for FOAF
(particularly if you have skills in data bases or spreadsheets) then please
contact me on

Yacancy - Newsletter Editor

Earlier in the year Cat, our newsletter editor, resigned. We would like to wish

Cat all the best and thank her for all her contributions to the newsletter.

Welcome to Sarah who has stepped into Cat’s shoes to help us in the

important task of collating and editing the newsletter. However, we still need

a budding journalist to help with

- o articles and to organise our
Newsletter throughout the year.

O If you have writing, editing, IT or
photography skills and would like to
get involved please contact
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EVENTS

So what have we been up to in 2019? Many of you have joined
us for our events and litter picks.

Richard Gillard organised our free events this year and they
have been a runaway success. We held tree, bat and bird walks
led by professionals. The walks were informative and attracted
more attendees than ever before! We spotted a variety of birds
and bats and learnt about the different trees within Abbey
Fields. Getting as many people interested in Abbey Fields and
the unique environment it offers is central to FOAF’s objectives.

O If you are interested in organising (or leading!) a walk then
please contact:

LITTER PICKS & WORKING PARTIES

We have had more volunteers and families with children
attending litter picks. Many thanks to all our volunteers who
have given up some of their Saturday mornings (once a month)
to help maintain Abbey Fields. We have had numerous attempts
at removing the invasive Himalayan balsam, from various
areas, but this is a constant battle which will have to restart in
2020. Other working parties have sought
to manage ‘bramble creep’ and the
removal of the Dock Leaf in the planted
meadow before it released its avalanche of
seeds. The litter picks have finished for
2019, but please look at our webpage for
upcoming dates in 2020. We can’t do it
without our wonderful volunteers!

ENGAGING WITH SCHOOLS

We are delighted that Committee Members Richard Gillard and
Rachael Horgan led our first activity with Priors Field School.
Over thirty primary school children attended a children’s litter
pick. We want to extend this activity to all schools in the area to
engage with the younger generation.

O If you are involved in local education or have any ideas as to
how we can engage further with schools then please contact:

FOAF WEB-SITE

The whole year has been recorded on the website, so please
visit! David Emsley has done a great job tracking events,
activities and recording interesting items throughout the year.
There are also lots of wonderful photographs of Abbey Fields.
Do you have any photos you would wish to share of Abbey
Fields? If so, please send us any photos you have taken and you
may see them displayed on our website.

O If you are skilled in website design or social media and are
willing to volunteer or you have stories to tell about Abbey
Fields, please contact us:

Threats to Abbey Fields
SWIMMING POOL DEVELOPMENT

Most importantly, as a committee we have spent valuable time
with Warwick District Council (WDC) reviewing their plans on
the pool development and expressing our concerns about the
environmental impact it may have on Abbey Fields. We have
been, and remain, really concerned.

Our prime concerns revolve around:

¢ the potential levels of light and noise pollution and the
impact on the surrounding wildlife

e the environmentally unsympathetic materials used in the
construction

o the threat to the adjacent wildlife corridor along
Finham Brook

e on the layout - the location of the proposed entrance and
café; the location of the sun lounging deck overlooking the
Abbey Fields lake

e the consequences of increased visitors on Abbey Fields re:
parking, access and footfall

PROTECTING ABBEY FIELDS: WDC

To help us protect Abbey Fields, in the short term we need
you to make your views known to Warwick District Council
through the consultation that will take place this November.
Some thoughts for your consideration:

e Warwick District Council are considering borrowing
between £13 million and £14 million to fund Abbey Fields
and Castle Farm centre developments. Please tell them
what you think and make sure they don’t make a
costly and permanent mistake that’ll affect future
generations.

e We have a chance to build a stunning
and environmentally sympathetic swimming pool in
Abbey Fields. WDC want to use bricks to cut costs. Tell
them you want a building that will stand the test
of time and be sympathetic to the amazing
natural surroundings of Abbey Fields.

e Abbey Fields is a great place for the people to relax and
enjoy a unique natural environment in the heart of
Kenilworth. Tell Waruick District Council that you don’t
want more cars, more parking and traffic in or
on this green space.

e The new café in Abbey Fields is in the wrong place. It will
mean you won’t be able to keep an eye on your kids at
play. Tell Warwick District Council you want the
café to be for park users too as is now.

e The open glass sundeck will allow the spillage of light right
across Abbey Fields lake at night and during the Winter
Months. Do swimmers really need a view that will destroy
the peace and serenity that exists across the lake
today? Tell Warwick District Council you would
prefer a discrete viewing gallery across the lake.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Please check the website for upcoming events.
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OTHER NEWS

Our newly elected Council in Kenilworth has declared a Climate Emergency
in the town which should prioritise support for the environment and Abbey
Fields in the Council’s future decision making.

Abbey Fields was identified as a major draw as featured in the Sunday
Times ‘Best places to live in the UK’ (Sunday 14 April 2019).

Find the article here (subscribers): htips://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/
kenilworth-warwickshire-best-places-to-live-frkfognbz

Friends of Abbey Fields (FOAF) needs supporters and
volunteers! Please contact us if you can help — however much
time you can spare. You don’t need to become a committee
member — just a Very Special Friend!

We wish all FOAF a wonderful end to 2019 (catch the magnificent autumn
colours before the leaves drop) and keep enjoying this wonderful space.

MAPPING WHAT LIVES IN ABBEY FIELDS

To help us protect Abbey Fields in the long term we need to start collecting
valuable information. We need evidence of the animals, flora and fauna
that inhabits Abbey Fields. We need to develop a formal and factual record
of birds, moths, insects, butterflies, bats and other wildlife that live
permanently in Abbey Fields, or visit during the year. We know otters and
voles have recently been spotted, but we need to have accurate and regular
updates. This is a major task and we need help.

O We really need the input of experts and volunteers to help carry out or
collate research to build this valuable database. If you can contribute,
please contact us.

Bird Walk 2019 Richard Gillard

On Sunday, 28 April, Colin Potter, a popular
local ornithologist, conducted a walk around
the Abbey Fields, highlighting the variety and
abundance of bird life to be seen and heard.

A group of twenty, a mixture of FOAF
members and others, were entertained and
informed by Colin’s knowledge of the habits
and songs of the different birds.

Species that were seen or heard included the
wren, blackcap, goldfinch, wood pigeon,
jackdaw, robin, song thrush, stock dove,
chiffchaff, chaffinch, nuthatch, and long
tailed tit.

The dense vegetation bordering the banks of
the stream is vitally important for several of
the wild birds, and if possible must not be
overtaken by the rampant non-native
Himalayan Balsam. Here the wren builds a
nest on the floor, amongst the nettles and
brambles. Each male controls a territory, tens
of metres long, along the stream bank - the
bigger the territory the more attractive to the
female. Only the male has a song, a very loud
chirping for the size of bird! The ivy around
trees provides a useful source of insects for
many birds. Damaged and dead trees provide
habitats.

A song thrush was seen feeding on a flat grass
area — it has a cream breast covered with
brown spots. The population has declined by
50% in the last 50 years due partly to the loss
of woodland and hedgerows.

Colin emphasised the importance of bird
surveys, and it is the intention of FOAF to
move forward with a survey of Abbey Fields.
A clearer picture of the precise numbers and
locations of the different birds provides
valuable information in the ongoing

protection of the natural environment
of the Abbey Fields.
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Contact Details

Chairperson
chair@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact the chairperson if you wish

to raise a matter of concern about Friends
of Abbey Fields, its activities or activities
that are having or might have an impact
on Abbey Fields or your enjoyment of it.

Secretary
secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact the Secretary if you have

something to be communicated to the
committee at their next meeting, or have a
request for information to be distributed
to the membership of FOAF.

Membership
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact the Membership Secretary

to become a member of Friends of Abbey
Fields or if you have any queries about
your current membership.

Events and Activities
events@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact the Events and Activities

Organiser if you have any queries about
our current or future events or activities

Information
info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact our Information desk if you

have any queries about Friends of Abbey
Fields or its activities.

Gallery Moderator
moderator@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
Please contact the Gallery Moderator if

you have any queries about how to gain
access so that you can post your photo-
graphs to the Friends of Abbey Fields

Flickr pages.

Webmaster
webmaster@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
If you have any queries about the Website

or spot any errors on it, please contact the
Webmaster.

Newsletter Editor
newsletter@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

Our Newsletter Editor would love to hear
from you if you have items of news that
could be of interest to the members of
Friends of Abbey Fields or viewers of the
website.

Thank you to our Corporate
Members for their ongoing
support:

St Nicholas Parish Church
Crackley Hall School

Himalayan Balsam Richard Gillard

Members of FOAF will be familiar with Himalayan Balsam, and our website
contains information about this non-native plant. It thrives in damp areas
particularly along the banks of streams, growing over 2m high, depriving other
vegetation of minerals, light and water. When it dies at the end of each year, the
banks of streams are left devoid of vegetation becoming muddy and liable to
erosion. The seed capsules open explosively when mature and seeds can be spread
several metres, so the propagation is rapid. Although it produces an attractive pink
flower, it is a major weed problem. Abbey Fields is suffering! Short of using strong
chemicals, which are expensive, damaging to the environment and unsuitable near
water courses, the only way to halt the spread has been to pull it up. This removal
of Himalayan Balsam has been done over the last couple of years by small FOAF
working parties. These will continue next year as the fight goes on.

However, is a solution on the horizon?

As a non-native species introduced in 1839, Himalayan Balsam arrived without
any of its natural enemies, such as insects that feed on it, or parasitic bacteria and
fungi. Over the last few years, tests have been carried out to reunite Himalayan
Balsam with one of its natural enemies discovered in the Himalayas, namely a type
of rust fungus. This is a parasite that can only survive in the living tissue of its host,
and it is hoped that this fungus will reduce the vigour of the plant by interfering
with the photosynthesis, eventually reducing its growth and ability to reproduce.
Following a comprehensive plant screening program, to prove, amongst other
things, that the fungus would only attack Himalayan Balsam leaving native species
unharmed, government approval has been given for the release of the rust in the
UK. Several pilot schemes are now underway, including one in Warwickshire.
Hopefully these will lead to a natural biological control of Himalayan Balsam.

Membership

Do you know someone who would like to become a Friend of Abbey
Fields? Please pass them the form below, or visit the Membership

area of our website (www.friendsofabbeyfields.org,uk) Application for Membership
of Friends of Abbey Fields

Phone number: ............ccccooiininiiiiiiicceseeeee
Emails ..o
I / We wish to join Friends of Abbey Fields

SIGNEA: ... et eaes

| D F: | U USSR UUP SRR

Membership fees are £7.50 per adult. Children under 18 years of age may join
FREE of charge provided that at least one parent becomes a member. Please give
children’s details, including ages. Children: YES / NO

AZES: ..o

I understand that the membership secretary may hold my details on a computer, but that these will
only be used in connection with my membership of the Friends of Abbey Fields.

Please return this form with a cheque made out to 'Friends of Abbey Fields’ to
Membership Secretary, 42 De Montfort Road, Kenilworth, CV8 1DE.

Please tick if you require a receipt [ ]

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road,

Kenilworth who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter
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