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CHAIRMAN'S PIECE

At the Annual General meeting David Pettifor
confirmed that he was standing down as Chairman
after five years of holding that position. He was still
willing to remain as a committee member. As no
-one was forthcoming to fill the vacancy, | agreed
to stand as Chairman for the coming year. This
now puts me in the position of being both Chair-
man and Secretary. | also look after Membership
administration and I'm desperately seeking some
one to help with this work. If you could spare a few
hours to help in this way, | would very much like to
hear from you. We have about six meetings a year,
at which notes and minutes are taken. Please,
please get in touch if you think you can help.
We had a very good AGM with good interaction
from those members present and some very
welcome input from Jon Holmes on queries raised.
The evening was concluded with a very pleasant
recount of OIld Kenilworth by the Blackthorn
Blossoms, which brought back very vivid memories
of my school days at St. Nicholas School when it
was in School Lane.
David Pettifor has left me very large shoes to fill, as
he has been an exceptional Chairman these last five
years and | know it will be extremely difficult to
improve on his efforts, but | will try my best.
Pat Smith, Chairman

Gently rocking to and from | have watched the
year unfold in the Fields. The seasons and
events all come and go with regularity, only the
weather changes, as only English weather can.
Despite the soggy start, the fine weather during
late June and all through July has meant that
the Fields have been well used by us all. The
new play area has been a huge draw for
children, both local and surrounding areas.
Never in the history of children has so much ice
cream been consumed by so many, and that
must include the grand-parents to!
Abbey Fields now has a focus for family visits.
This has to be good for the Fields, as we hope
that the happiness the children have will devel-
op into a better understanding of the im-
portance of the Fields in their lives, now and in
the future.
The Friends themselves are having to change.
| myself have stepped down as Chairman and
Pat Smith has now taken over and I'm sure
she will do a great job, | will be staying on as
Committee member, so this will be my last
piece to you all, but | would like to wish you all
much joy and happiness in whatever the
future holds for you and don’t forget, keep lit-
ter picking!!

David Pettifor

IN MEMORIAM

It is with great sadness that one of the Founders of The Friends of
Abbey Fields and our very good Friend passed away this week:

Adrian Rowe-Evans
Founder and Chairman
Friends of Abbey Fields

2002 - 2008

Passed Away 6™ August 2013

“To Greener Pastures”
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BEE FRIENDLY

No doubt you will all be aware that our native bees have been badly affected by disease, cold
summers and foreign invasion by other bees in the recent past. The importance to us of the
humble bee cannot be over emphasised, for without their timeless work in pollinating flowers and
most importantly food crops, our food chain would be badly affected through reduced crops and
consequently high food prices in the shops.

Our wild flower meadow, we hope, will become a major source of nectar for many flying insects. To
further encourage them, we will be planting ‘bee friendly’ plug plants on Saturday 12th October.
This follows our very successful plug planting last Autumn. We now need to build on the initial plant
stock and are again encouraging all our members to either buy a voucher for plugs, which they can
plant themselves, or one for plants which will be planted by those present on 12th October.

We hope that you will dig deep and purchase some plugs, using the order form below. A voucher will be
forwarded to you , confirming your purchase. Remember, we need the bees and they need us!!
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Cheque enclosed, payable to “Friends of Abbey Fields” Please ‘circle’| would like to become a:

“DRONE BEE” - buy 5 plug plants @ £5.00 / “BUMBLE BEE” - buy 10 plug plants @ £10.00/

“QUEEN BEE” - buy 15 plug plants @ £15.00

BAT EVENING

Starting at an earlier time this year, we were fortunate again to have Dr Jon Russ, an Ecologist and
member of Warwickshire Bat Group (www.warksbats.co.uk), to guide us in finding the bats present
in Abbey Fields. As it was a light night, with no sign of rain, Jon had plenty of time to explain about
British bats and we were all delighted to see the rescue bats he had brought with him. Both of them
were Pipistrelle bats, the smallest and commonest of British bats, weighing about 5 grams. After a
question and answer session, dusk descended and Jon handed out bat detectors to everyone
present.

These devices pick up the sounds of the bats as they fly. The bats produce a stream of high-pitched
squeaks and listen to the echoes, which enable them to avoid obstacles in the dark and catch
insects. The group armed with their detectors moved near to the barn and as the light faded the
sounds of the bats was picked up by the detectors and as our eyes grew accustomed to the
darkness, we were able to see the bats flitting overhead.

Our last stop of the evening was by the lake, where Jon shone his torch across the water in the hope
of seeing Daubenton’s bats: a species which takes insects from the surface of the water. This night
we were unlucky, but the close-up views of the rescue bats, more than made up for our
disappointment and we had a most enjoyable evening. Celia
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OUR MAN AT WDC

i | am writing this update after some intense heat, too
 hot for me after the cold start in June. The
( dramatic change in temperature has made all the
plants grow extremely luxuriantly, grass in particular
s longer than normal, which has meant some of the
flowers we planted in the meadow will have
i struggled, but in general the meadow looks brilliant.
i | bumped into Pat Smith, Friends of Abbey Fields new
Chairperson on Saturday and showed her the  vari-
il ation of plants sown and planted in the grass sward,
& which are establishing well and showing much prom-
ise after the long wait from sowing. The hay cutting is
g 2 ’ : imminent and an essential part of the meadow man-
agement and should have been completed by the time you read this. The overall effect is great, we
have received some good comments already, plus the wildlife is finding the new habitat of great value,
the bees were enjoying the yellow rattle which has done very well.
The play area has been opened and has been an instant success, still work to do on the landscaping
side of things, planting and seeding, which the Friends have again generously contributed to, in mon-
ey and time which is gratefully appreciated.
We will be involving local schools in some of the planting later in the year, hope to see you there.
The new contract seems to be bedding in well and the additional resource is proving very efficient in
keeping on top of the litter and general tidying. The issue of the pavilion is drawing to a close with
the expressions of interest being considered shortly.
| would like to add my grateful thanks to David Pettifor the out-going Chairman of 5 years, who stood
down at the AGM. It's been a pleasure working with him and thank you for all your hard work,
commitment and steering the helm as you put it. The partnership between the Friends and Warwick
District is one to be proud of, long may it continue.

Jon

COSY TREE

Our Secretary was stumped for words when she
received a request from a local Ranger leader,
Fi Pethick of the 1st Kenilworth Rangers, which are
part of the Girl Guides. The enquiry was whether the
g Rangers could wrap one of the tree’s with knitted
woollen squares. The girl Rangers aged from 14 -16,
8 had been given the task firstly in learning how to knit
§ and then produce individual knitted squares, 300 in
total. The squares were then to be sewn together as a
8§l cosy around the tree, as a form of art work. The
| squares would then be taken down, re-sewn into
| blankets which would then be sent to Aids victims in
South Africa.

“1So on Carnival Day the Rangers ‘dressed’ a tree in a
| multi-coloured blanket of woollen squares, including
@ some of the branches. The effect was stunning, as
can be seen from the photograph and greatly admired
by all the passers by.

Well done girls! And thank you for sharing this story
with us. Look forward to next years ideal
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Litter Picking:

2013 Litter Picking Saturday sessions. It has
that we continue the
So if
you are able to join us, it would be much

been requested,
litter picking into November this year.

appreciated:

7th September
5th October
2nd November

Please meet at the Swimming Baths by the
Café at 9.30 a.m as usual

*kkkkk

EVENTS FOR 2013

28th September @ 9.30 a.m

Planting Rain Garden and upgrading
Butterfly Garden

Meet at the Swimming Baths

*k*k

12th October @ 9.30 a.m
Plug Planting, Bee friendly plugs

Meet at the Cenotaph

*kk

26th October @ 9.30 a.m
Planting Hedge in Play Area
Meet at the Swimming Baths

*kk

9th November @ 9.30 a.m

Bulb Planting, the last of the crocus along the

top of Abbey Hill
Meet at the Cenotaph

And more to come.....

2014 CALENDARS

As | write, the calendar proofs are being checked
at Emmerson’s, the Printers. It is anticipated that
we will take delivery of them by the end of August.
Orders have already been received from members
and these will be distributed during the latter part
of September. If you have not placed your order
and wish to do so, please send your completed
application form to me as soon as possible.
Payment will be on delivery. Copy of application
form in last edition.

Linda Pettifor
[ )
F.O.A.F Committee

Chairman:

Pat SMith ....cevveevirccieree e 01926 852458
Events & Litter picking:

David RiCKErS .....eereevreiierrerieceineen 01926 852238
Treasurer :

Gordon Mitchell ........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnn. 01926 513018

Secretary & Membership Enquiries:
Pat Smith ......cccovevvirirccreceee 01926 852458

Membership & Recruitment:
Joan Rockett.......c.ccocervicenniccnenncnes 01926 863143

Website Coordinator:
Sam SEXtON.....cvvneeeennrrrrereeereeeeerees 01926 899530

Newsletter Editor:
Linda Pettifor ........eeeereeeeeeeiiiiiiinnnns 01926 748731

Committee Members:
David Pettifor..........ooeeeeeeirnnnnnnnnneens 01926 748731

We’re on the Web!

www.friendsofabbeyfields.deman.co.uk

Email:

Friendsofabbeyfields@deman.co.uk

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth who have
generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




