NEWSLETTER

ISSUE NO: 48 SEPTEMBER 2015

CHAIRMAN'’S PIECE

My thanks to members who attended the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 22nd July 2015 at
the Senior Citizens Club.

We learnt that our finances are in good shape, and that our Natural History activities had proved pop-
ular and were well attended. Membership is buoyant and provided all members renew, we will have
nearly 200 members. | do hope that you will renew your support for the Friends.

Our guest speaker was Neil Rimmington of English Heritage, who gave an excellent talk on the role
of English Heritage (now Historic England) and particularly regarding Abbey Fields which was well
received and warmly thanked.

The Committee has again decided to publish a Calendar for 2016 and we were able to admire the
excellent photographs selected. As in previous years we thank Pat Smith for preparing the calendar
pages.

The Committee was re-elected and we welcomed Celia Rickers as a new member of the Committee.
Celia has agreed to be our Agenda/Minute Secretary, however this does leave the communications
aspects of the role still to be filled. We continue to hope a volunteer will emerge to carry out this
important but not demanding role. Other committee members have agreed to continue their roles for
another year.

The matter of the possible cycle path across Abbey Fields was raised. | explained that there were
different opinions among both the committee and the membership. We would wait for a firm
proposal, at which time we would consult members before coming to a firm decision about our
position.

Our proposal for the three Activity Stations has progressed and approval given by WDC. Our thanks
to Councillor David Shilton and his colleagues for their support. The next important step is for the
Council to obtain approval from Historic England (English Heritage) and for us to apply for additional
grants, to supplement our own funds.

Your Committee has received a suggestion for a new project, from Jon Holmes, Warwick District
Council, that a former hedge should be re-instated in the Fields. Photographic evidence from the
1890’s and an aerial photograph from the 1950’s were distributed to show the original hedge. The
hedge runs north from the Abbey Hill bus shelter, down the hill to the footpath which connects
Bridge Street to the War Memorial. The proposal is to use native hedge varieties and WDC to
maintain it as a low hedge. A plan of the Fields showing the position of the hedge has been posted
on our website.

We said a fond farewell to Pat Smith who is retiring from your Committee. As David Pettifor said in
his appreciation, Pat has been involved in all offices of the committee during the last 13 years, as
well as all the activities the Friends have been involved with during this time. Pat’s service to the
Friends has been boundless and her devotion to and concern for Abbey Fields passionate. We will
miss Pat’s valuable contribution to our deliberations, but look forward to continue seeing her on

working parties.

| believe the Friends have had a very positive and productive year and look forward to the year
ahead.

Keith Rockett, Chair

Friends Of Abbey Fields



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Gordon Mitchell (Treasurer), presented his accounts which showed an increase in funds from
£8,045 to £9,205 in the year. The total income was £3,187 and we spent £1,926 on plants, trees,
bulbs and costs for speakers at our outside events. The excess of £1,261 has come from pre-
production sponsorship of the 2016 Calendar. This we hope, will generate further funds for use by
the Friends. Our major future project is for the three Activity/Fitness stations for which £5,000 has
been allocated, though grant aid and sponsorship will be sought.

The annual subscription has remained unchanged for a number of years, our current funds and
projected income are sufficient for our projected expenditure, so it was agreed the subscriptions
remain unchanged for 2015/16.

Sam Sexton (Membership Secretary), explained that 13 new members had joined during the year
and currently 151 members had renewed their subscriptions. He hoped that those who had not
renewed would do so as soon as possible.

Our website has been further improved for easier use. Photographs of the 2016 Calendar will shortly
be included and members will be able to place advanced orders with Sam via email or by completing
the order form on page 4.

Linda Pettifor (Newsletter), said that she would be pleased to get news items for inclusion in the
Newsletter. She asked whether members would welcome the Newsletter being distributed via email.
The consensus of those present was that it should remain as a paper copy.

David Rickers (Litter Picking & Events Organiser) explained that attendance to the four outside events
that he had organised throughout the year had increased, proving how popular they were.

The improved collection of litter by WDC contractors had seen reduced volumes collected at our own
litter picking sessions. We would continue with the collections and David thanked all those who
helped out and also the daily dog walkers, who collect more than their own litter, which was greatly
appreciated.

Keith Rockett was re-elected as Chairman, together with five committee members and two co-opted
members - see page 4. The Chairman asked for a member to volunteer to help the Committee as a
liaison within the membership and also as an outside contact. Please contact Keith if you wish to be
considered.

As a future project Jon Holmes, WDC asked that the Friends consider helping to re-instate a medieval
hedge, which would run from Abbey Hill bus shelter due north down the hill to the Bridge Street War
Memorial footpath. A 19th century photograph and aerial map of the 1950’s, showed the hedge
before it had been removed. The new hedge would incorporate a range of traditional hedge plants,
suitably supported. It was hoped that the Friends would assist with the purchase of the whip saplings
and their planting. After-care would be WDC responsibility. The proposal met with general support.
Jon thanked the Friends for their support and said that it was nice to work with a pro-active and pos-
itive group.

After refreshments our guest speaker Neil Rimmington, gave an excellent talk on the role that English
Heritage (now Historic England), plays in Abbey Fields. At the end the Chairman thanked Neil and
presented him with a small gift.

Before the formal meeting closed a presentation was made to Mrs Pat Smith by David Pettifor on
behalf of all the members. David thanked Pat for all her efforts and wished her a happy retirement
both from the Committee and also from her full time employment and hoped that with husband David,
they would enjoy time together with the family....and her beloved horses. As Secretary, Pat was the
face of FOAF, ever present at all the annual town shows, whether selling raffle tickets or acting as
part of the one arm bandit stall, clearing the stream, planting or cutting down trees. Also, the
bi-annual Calendar has been a success largely due to Pat’'s hard work, both in production and
standing in the cold selling them. A bouquet was presented to Pat and the Committee had previously
presented Pat with an inscribed cut glass bowl. Pat has been on the FOAF Committee for 13 years
and will be sorely missed. A few photo’s opposite of ‘Our Pat’..... HAPPY RETIREMENT!
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BAT WAIK IN JULY

The annual bat walk and talk took place on Wednesday evening.
The weather was fine though not as warm as in the previous
y week. The talk was given by Dr Jon Russ, a local bat expert and
professional ecologist. Three of his colleagues from the
= Warwickshire Bat Group, Tricia, John and Julia, joined him to
help people spot the bats on the walk, which was fortunate
because a group of 35 and three children gathered in the corner
of Abbey Fields car park at 9:15 pm to hear what Jon had to say.
Jon gave a short and informative talk about bats in general and
those species to be found in Warwickshire. He also explained some of the reasons why their numbers have
declined in previous decades, although the decline is being halted and may even be reversing for some
species, thanks to the efforts of volunteer bat groups and the Bat Conservation Trust. Jon and Tricia
showed the assembled people two Pipistrelle bats which are currently in the care of a local bat carer,
having been found unable to fly. Although one was feeling well enough to eat one of the mealworms
which Jon had brought along to show what is fed to bats in care. The normal food of wild bats is flying
insects - so every time we heard a bat catch an insect, that was one less to bite us as we walked around!
After seeing the bats in the hand, we walked over among the trees by the old Abbey barn and gatehouse,
where a number of the Bat Group's bat detectors were shared out, so that people could hear as well as
see the bats hunting insects over our heads. These were Britain's smallest bats: common and soprano
Pipistrelles. We then walked over to the lake in the hope of seeing Daubenton's bats but unfortunately
there was a bit of a cool breeze and the Daubenton's didn't seem to have come out to hunt over the
water, although we continued to hear Pipistrelles there and as we walked around by the back of
the swimming pool. We also saw and heard Noctules,
Britain's largest bat. Jon had been hoping to hear the rare
Nathusius' Pipistrelle by the lake, since some other
members of the bat group had heard one earlier that
week, but they didn't appear on this occasion.

If anyone is interested in learning more about bats or
about the activities of the Warwickshire Bat Group, take
a look at their website: www.warksbats.co.uk

-~

Tricia Scott
Chair Warwickshire Bat Group
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2016 CALENDAR

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The 2016 Calendars will be available from
September. This will be a limited edition of only 500
copies. To ensure you are not disappointed please
complete and return this slip to:

Sam Sexton, Membership Secretary,
42 De Montfort Road, Kenilworth, CV8 1DE

ORDER FORM
(Friends of Abbey Fields: 2016 Calendar)

| wish to order ......... copy/copies of the Calendar

@ £6.00 each.

My cheque is enclosed for £..............................
(Please make payable to: Friends of Abbey Fields)

NaM@: ...t

AdAreSS: ...t

Tel. NO: .........ccoeeeeeeeeee et
Your Calendar(s) will be delivered to you
during September

2015/16 EVENTS

An Evening talk on BATS!
(Date to be arranged)

Medieval Hedge Planting
(Date to be arranged)

Thanks to our Corporate Members:

St Nicholas Parish Church
Crackley Hall School

Litter Picking:

2015 Litter Picking Saturday sessions for
your diaries:
(these maybe subject to change as we go on)

5th September
3rd October
7th November

All the above will be at 9.30 a.m at the
Swimming Baths, Abbey Fields

Please meet at the Swimming Baths by the
Café at 9.30 a.m as usual

F.O.A.F Committee

Keith Rockett (Chairman) .................... 01926 863143
David Pettifor

(Vice Chair) .....cooeveveeiieiiiecie e 01926 748731
Celia Rickers

(Secretary).....ceeveeereeerieerieereere e 01926 852238
Gordon Mitchell

(Treasurer) ......cceveeeevveeeieereee e 01926 513018
Sam Sexton

(Membership Secretary/Website) ........ 01926 855930
David Rickers

(Litter Pick/Events Organiser) ............. 01926 852238
Joan Rockett

(Membership Recruitment) .................. 01926 863143
Linda Pettifor

(NEWSIEHET) ..oevvveeveeereeeriereere e 01926 748731

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk
or
membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

We are always grateful to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth
who have generously printed this edition of the Newsletter




