
News in Brief

NEWSLETTER SPRING 2024

FRIENDS OF ABBEY FIELDS
PROTECT | EDUCATE | CELEBRATE

Dear Members

As I write this article, I look 
out of my window into my 

garden, and yes, you are right; it’s raining 
again! I can never remember a period like it 
where the rain was as heavy and persistent over 
such a long period of time!

Anyway, that is the last time I will mention it. 
Spring is here! Hooray! Did you see the 
snowdrops in the Churchyard? A treat for sore 
eyes! 

But did you notice 
too the snowdrops 
halfway down the 
path from the 
monument walking 
towards the pool,  
all planted by 
Richard and his 

volunteer working parties? And I thought the 
crocuses along the top of Abbey Fields were 
especially welcoming this year - again all 
planted by FOAF. 

Most of you are aware of our “litter picks” and 
other events, but some may not know of the 
“Working Parties” we organise throughout the 
year in consultation with 
WDC. Work completed 
includes habitat 
maintenance, which 
involves clearing nettles, 
brambles and excessive 
growth; clearance of 
invasive species such as 
Himalayan Balsam; moss 
removal from the 
archaeologically 
sensitive walls, particularly around the church; 
and general tidying up. And, of course, new 
bulb planting. 

The team turns up in all weathers, and we 
invariably finish with a free coffee in one of 
Kenilworth’s local hostelries or at the Forrest 
‘pop-up’ coffee shop. Please come and join us! 
We can always find things to do for everyone. 
Keep an eye out for Richard’s emails. 

Bart (chair), on behalf of

WDC are committed to 
ensuring the feeding platform 
remains a permanent feature 
once the pool has been 
finished. WDC would ask 
visitors to refrain from using 
bread as a duck feed because it 
also encourages rats.

Duck Feeding
Regular walkers will have 
noticed a row of trees planted 
without permission adjacent to 
the High Street rear garden 
residences. Historic England 
and WDC are aware, and plans 
are being made to remove the 
trees and reinstate the ground.

Illegal Tree Planting

WDC will share with us outline 
plans for the redevelopment of 
the Pavilion building. The 
work will be undertaken soon 
after the pool is completed, 
and we hope the facility can be 
used as an education hub for 
children.

The Pavilion

The first review of the Warwick 
District Council 10-year plan 
will commence in September 
2024, although no process has 
yet been established.

The 10-Year Plan
Warwick District Council are 
waiting for the weather to 
improve before they can fit the 
“StockBoard” that will help 
improve retention and regulate 
the water levels. We hope the 
work will be completed in early 
Spring.

The Lake

Cycling
We are still waiting to review 
the initial designs which are 
currently with Historic 
England. WDC Green Spaces 
agree with us that simple 
“Dismount and Walk” signs 
around the pool area will 
alleviate many potential issues.

Benches
The audit has been completed. 
A total of 53 benches, plus two 
in storage, are to be repaired 
and re-painted in green and 
black colours more in keeping 
with the surrounding 
environment. We have not 
been given a start date yet.

Budgets have been revised and 
approved, and work 
recommenced in mid-March. 
Protective hoardings have 
been built around trees at the 
Bridge Street entrance, and the 
road leading to the pool is 
being reinforced. We are 
assured that everything is 
being done to protect the tree 
roots.

Swimming Pool
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Calendar 2025

New Website

Flag Iris

Here’s some more good news—we’re currently 
starting to put together ideas for the 2025 
Friends of Abbey Fields Calendar.  We 
will be approaching it slightly 
differently this year—but still 
keeping it as a wonderful, all-
year round reminder of the 
beauty of Abbey Fields.

As a starting point, do you have 
a photo of Abbey Fields that 
you feel is “something special”? 
We are particularly interested in 
those taken at different times of the year.  If so, 
please send a high-resolution image in 

landscape orientation to the email address 
below before 31st May 2024.

Please specify the date of the 
photo, confirm that it is yours 
and that you are happy for us to 
publish it.

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new website!

https://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

A local company, Solutions Squared, located close to the Queen and 
Castle, has been extremely generous in their time supporting us in this 
new build, overseen by our new Webmaster, Antony Corbett. Between 
the two of them they have created a wonderful and memorable record 
of Abbey Fields, whilst also reflecting on the rich history of the Friends 
and all the work they have done in Abbey Fields over the years.

Please take some time to have a look through and let us know what 
you think. We would love your  feedback. Email us on 
secretary@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

As we approach May, look out for the yellow flowers of the 
Flag Iris. They can be seen in abundance along the south side of the lake. 
These water loving plants are thought to be the inspiration for the heraldic 
Fleur-de-Lys symbol shown below.

The “flag” name originates from the middle English word “flagge” 
meaning rush or reed. The three large yellow petals fold back 

on themselves, hanging down.
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Friends of Abbey Fields, Spring 2024

A Fond Farewell

One of the summer visitors to Abbey Fields is the 
magnificent swift that swoops around the skies feeding on 
insects. Like many birds, swifts return to the same nest year 
after year. They like high, deep crevices for nesting, but the 
loss of many old buildings and the filling in and mending of 
roof spaces are shutting swifts out of their favourite sites. 

Their numbers have declined dramatically and they are now 
on the UK Red List of conservation concern. But you can 
help by fixing a wooden swift nest box to the outside of your 

home to give them somewhere to nest. The location of the box is important—please search for 
“swifts” on the RSPB website to discover the height, aspect, etc., of the installation.

Friends of Abbey Fields have budgeted £500 to help with the purchase of swift boxes in Kenilworth. 
Please get in touch with us if you plan to install one and would like us to support you.

Email: info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

The Shirotae Cherry Tree, located on the 
Forrest Road edge of Abbey Fields, has 
delighted local residents and visitors 
with its magnificent display of flowers in 
the springtime for many years. Like most 
cherry trees, it has a limited lifespan, 
and recent inspections have revealed 
that it has sadly died. It is thought 
unlikely that it will come back into leaf 
this year as it has succumbed to disease 
that may have been accentuated by 
climate change. We have been advised 
that it is currently safe, but it will need 
to be removed at some point.

Warwick District Council has advised 
that they are going through a discussion with Historic England regarding the methodology of how 
(not where) trees are planted, as there is currently a waiting list for replanting trees in Abbey 
Fields. However, the replacement for the Shirotae Cherry is already in situ as a new tree of the same 
species was planted nearby where there had been a failed tree. The Council explained that it is not 
good practice to replant the same tree in the same spot, especially if the original tree has died of 
disease. Therefore, a different tree type/species will be planted there as a replacement when the 
tree is removed.    

So, we bid a fond farewell to a much-admired tree.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 O
ja

rs
 B

ar
tm

an
is

Im
ag

e 
by

 K
ev

 fr
om

 P
ix

ab
ay

Can You Help Give Swifts a Home?



Thanks to Emmerson Press of Farmer Ward Road, Kenilworth who have generously printed this Newsletter.

Membership & Contact
Become a member and join our regular activities in supporting Abbey Fields! 
Contact Clare: membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk or visit our website:

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

For other enquiries, please contact Judith: info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

New Webmaster
Antony Corbett takes over where David Emsley left off, completing the 

development of the new website with the help of Solutions Squared, a local 
IT service company. Antony has lived in Kenilworth for over 55 years, and 
Abbey Fields has been the backdrop to many childhood escapades and, 
latterly, dog walks and clumsy photography.

Antony has been working in software development since the late 1980s. Now 
that he is retired, he is happy to use his skills to assist others with small IT 

projects and technical support. Antony said, “I was keen to retain some technical 
endeavour in my life during retirement, and when I heard that FOAF needed some web 
development, I was welcomed aboard.”

Antony, his wife, and his daughter share a passion for writing, playing, and recording music and an 
interest in nature and birds. His son, Jonathan, contributes to the FOAF photo anthology and is a 
former winner of the calendar competition.

Forthcoming Events
Please look out for our emails, and website/Facebook posts giving details of our nature walks, litter 
picks and working parties. Everyone is very welcome! Scheduled events include the following:

Litter picks are on the first Saturday of the month, through to 
October. Working parties are often arranged at short notice and 
we send invitations to members by email. The photo shows a 
team clearing moss from the stone walls. Check in your spam 
box if you don’t receive emails from us, or contact us to check we 
have your current email address.

21st April
Bird Walk

9th August
Moth Evening

15th June
Meadow Walk

17th July
Bat Walk

18th May
Tree Walk


