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There is certain piquancy to my 
near-daily pilgrimages to Abbey 

Fields, accompanied by Jill and our 
faithful hounds, Dora and Daisy – when we are not 
drawn instead to the wilder charm of Kenilworth 
Common. As Chair of Friends of Abbey Fields, my 
visits are tinged with a sense of stewardship, an 
awareness of both the privilege and the 
responsibility that comes with concern for the 
safeguarding of such a cherished landscape.

The swimming pool construction site continues to 
make its incongruous mark on the scenery, a 
reminder of the perennial tension between 
progress and preservation. Yet, a short escape into 

the nearby churchyard, where snowdrops now peek 
through winter’s gloom and daffodils soon promise 
their cheerful resurgence, provides a moment’s 
solace. For those seeking refreshment, Friday 
mornings offer coffee and biscuits in the church—a 
modest but heartening ritual that I can highly 
recommend.

This winter has been a season of water and mud, 
the elements conspiring to test the resolve of even 
the most devoted walkers. It is, therefore, a relief to 
know that Warwick District Council has plans 
afoot to improve footpaths around the lake and 
past the Barn. Sensitively executed, these 
enhancements will ease the burden of mud without 
compromising the natural harmony of the setting.

Meanwhile, the curious saga of the temporary 
toilets—which stood resolutely closed through lack 
of water, from May until their eventual reopening 
in November last year—proved an instructive 
exercise in the gentle art of persuasion. Thanks to 
the persistence of those involved, the Lions’ Boxing 
Day duck race proceeded without inconvenience. 
However, just weeks later, the weather brought the 
Finham Brook and the Lake into one tumultuous 
expanse, sending even the ducks and swans in 
search of calmer waters. Now that the floodwaters 
have receded, one can observe the commendable 
efforts of the Green Spaces team at Warwick 
District Council. Their work to conserve the banks 
and vegetation along Finham Brook by restricting 
access to certain areas is a subtle yet significant 
contribution to the area’s ecological health.

A key theme to emerge from the District Council’s 
consultation some years ago was the imperative to 
preserve the natural ambience of Abbey Fields. Any 
enhancements should be executed with the lightest 
of touches, respecting the site’s unique character 
and resisting the temptation to impose the 
manicured conformity found in more modern 
parks. This is why, for instance, the occasional 
inconvenience of muddy boots in winter or the 
sight of untamed grass in summer is a small price 
to pay. These natural idiosyncrasies are precisely 
what lend Abbey Fields its timeless, informal 
charm—a precious pocket of unspoilt countryside 
nestled within our town.

In a world increasingly bent on sanitising and 
standardising public spaces, Abbey Fields stands as 
a reminder that beauty often lies in the imperfect, 
the untamed, and the enduringly authentic. Long 
may it remain so.

– Nick (Chair)



Calendar Sales

Moles and Molehills
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News in Brief
Cycle Path

Warwick District Council will undertake a public 
consultation exercise using an external 
consultant, on their proposals for a Cycle Path in 
the Spring of this year.

Wildlife and Environmental Event

Friends of Abbey Fields will be showcasing its 
activities at a Wildlife & Environmental event at 
Odibourne Allotments, Manor Road on Sunday 
13th April. Some help from members would be 
appreciated please.

Swimming Pool

The next phase in the construction of the new 
pool began on 24th February with the delivery and 
erection of the steelwork. This work will take 
about  8 weeks. The children’s playground next to 
the Pavilion will be fenced off and return to access 
at weekends only, via the crossover. The footpath 
next to the public toilets and the bridge/duck 
feeding platform will remain open. 

There is a very small risk that the work could run 
into a 9th week if there are high winds experienced 
but this is unlikely.

This stocky, brown mammal spends almost its entire life in tunnels that it digs with its spade-like paws, 
hunting for earthworms to eat.  The tunnels are found at depths varying from immediately below the 
surface to 70cm or more.  

As the moles dig, loose soil is pushed up a shaft to the surface, forming a molehill. The main purpose of 
the sometimes vast tunnel system is to create a giant underground trap for invertebrates, so once a mole 
has set up a territory, it does not need to dig many more new tunnels.  The exception to this is when they 
are searching for a mate, usually between March and May; they are territorial and so will not share their 
tunnel system with another mole.

This means that unless the resident mole has to repair collapsed 
tunnels or extend them to compensate for flooding, there are 
generally two peaks of molehill formation; during the 
springtime search for mates and whilst the young are dispersing 
in the autumn.  Once a mole has created a series of tunnels, 
there is very little visible activity at the surface.

As you walk through Abbey Fields you can see that there has 
already been lots of mole activity – perhaps occasioned by the 
mild and wet winter.

In December 2024, the FOAF wall calendar was available for sale in over a dozen shops and by members 
in Talisman Square. Hundreds of copies were purchased, with the people of Kenilworth generously 
supporting our fundraising efforts. After expenses, £2,300 was raised – the largest sum we have ever 
cleared from our biennial calendar. A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved, including the 
photographers, sponsors, and sellers!

Please see https://www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk/supporters/ for a list of our supporters.
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In 2003, the whole of Abbey Fields became a “Scheduled Monument”. What does this mean? Scheduled 
Monument status is conferred on archaeological remains that the Secretary of State considers to be of 
national importance. This also applies to remains that are hidden underground, and recent excavation for 
the new pool reminded us of their extent within the Abbey Fields.

Since the whole of the Abbey Fields is a Scheduled Monument WDC must seek Scheduled Monument 
Consent from Historic England before they begin any works that might interfere with archaeological 
remains.

The official government listing shows why the site is considered so important: “The history of the abbey is 
well documented, and its unusually close relationship with the adjacent castle and with the growing 
medieval town immediately beyond its bounds is of particular interest, allowing a fuller understanding of 
the development of towns and social structure in the medieval period.”

What is a Scheduled Monument?

There have been several recent changes within the committee. Fern will soon be 
handing over the treasurer’s role to our latest recruit, Louise Best. We greatly 
appreciate Louise’s offer of assistance, and we’ll share a little more about her in 
our next newsletter. Fern has agreed to stay on the committee, where we will 
continue to benefit from her experience and environmental expertise. 

Finally, Lulu has left the committee to allocate more time to other 
commitments. Recently, Lulu has played a crucial role in revamping our social 

media presence, and she departs the committee with our heartfelt gratitude and 
best wishes.

Committee Members

A Pastoral Scene
At the time of writing, a small flock of Lleyn sheep grazes 
contentedly in the paddock, courtesy of Charlie Weetman, of East 
Chase Farm. Their presence serves as a living reminder of Abbey 
Fields’ agricultural past when its 68 acres (28 hectares) were 
farmland belonging to St. Mary’s Abbey. Even after the Abbey’s 
dissolution during the Reformation, livestock continued to graze 
these meadows for centuries. Today, this carefully managed grazing 
regime enhances biodiversity—bringing, as the ecologists would 
have it, more flora and fauna.

According to the Lleyn Sheep Society, Lleyn sheep are a medium-
sized maternal breed originating in the Llŷn Peninsula in North 
West Wales. They were almost unknown in the 1960s but are now 
widespread across the whole British Isles and beyond. 

The success of the breed is well founded on the outstanding 
maternal qualities of the Lleyn ewe and the resulting productivity, 
efficiency and minimal environmental impact. They are quiet in 
nature, give high milk production and are excellent for white wool.



“Everyone is welcome to participate in these activities, and there 
is a chance to enjoy a coffee afterwards!”

- Richard (Events Coordinator)

Become a member and join our regular activities in supporting Abbey Fields! 
Contact Clare: membership@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk or visit our website:

www.friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk

For other enquiries, please contact Judith: info@friendsofabbeyfields.org.uk 

Membership & Contact

Forthcoming Events
Working Parties

We will have several working parties over the coming 
months. Look out for the dates on our usual 
communication links. The activities include cutting 
back brambles, sowing wildflower seeds, planting 
snowdrops, clearing vegetation from old walls, 
smartening up the churchyard, and pollarding saplings.

Litter Picks

The litter picks will run from April to October, on the 
first Saturday of the month. They last for an hour or so, 
starting at 9:30 am. 

Nature Walks

Our Nature Walks continue to be popular – our first three this year are the Bird Walk (13th April),  Tree Walk 
(17th May) and Meadow Walk (21st June). The full schedule of nature walks is shown below. Please check our 
website as the dates are occasionally changed.

13th April
Bird Walk

15th August
Moth Evening

21st June
Meadow Walk

16th July
Bat Walk

17th May
Tree Walk


